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EU ALLERGENS LABELLING: ARTWORK FOR PICTOGRAMS 
 
Above-mentioned artwork, as received from the EU Commission, is attached hereto. This is in 
response to several requests from producers and printers. The pictures therein may also be in 
black and white or grayscale. Size requirements are not prescribed – neither for the statement, 
nor the pictogram. However, as for all mandatory items, they must be presented in indelible 
characters and must be legible and clearly distinguishable from surrounding text or graphics. 
Remember, the use of a pictogram is optional, but may not be used alone; it must be accompanied 
by the allergens statement in the stipulated language(s), as set out in our previous newsletter (5 of 
2012).  
 

As soon as all the rules around this subject are officially published as law by the EU, we will 
consolidate same into our EU Labelling Guide, which should make understanding easier. Expect to 
receive the updated EU Labelling Guide early in July 2012. 
 
Maybe the message below, received from a contact in Canada, will lend some perspective to this 
matter: 
 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency did a study of 100 wines to test for residual egg and 
milk proteins when used as fining agents. The following was the result which was posted on 
their website Friday. 
 
One hundred samples of wine were collected at retail. The one hundred samples consisted 
of forty nine red wine samples, one rosé and fifty white wine samples (of which one was a 
sparkling wine). Samples of the wine were analysed for milk (casein and beta-lactoglobulin) 
and egg allergens using a proven method validated in multiple matrices.  No milk or egg 
allergens were detected in the wine samples collected for this targeted survey. Therefore, 
the samples are considered to be compliant with current regulations. 

 
         
 

 
ANDRÉ MATTHEE 
DIRECTOR: REGULATORY SERVICES 
WINE AND SPIRIT BOARD 
Tel:  022 423 8692    Fax:  086 559 0446    Email:  matthee@wo.org.za 
 

Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry 
and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained 
herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these 
matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or 
completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable 
for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information. 
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