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RSA & GLOBAL TRENDS 
  

South Africa’s liquor suppliers face a new retail battleground 
 
In 2026, as consumers' discretionary spending continues to decline due to both local and global 
economic conditions, the South African liquor business needs to identify strategies to preserve 

margins and increase volume. 
 
To do so successfully, suppliers need to look beyond basic channel definitions and master the primary 
drivers shaping the sector and changing shoppers’ purchasing behaviours, such as those highlighted 
in the latest Trade Intelligence Liquor Retailing Report 2026/2027. 
 
In 2025, the off-trade liquor market (i.e. physical/online stores selling beverages for later 

consumption off-site) increased +4.2% to R109bn, driven heavily by corporate grocery channels 
outperforming traditional wholesalers. 
 
This evolution is anchored in aggressive estate expansion, with corporate liquor store footprints 
growing at double the rate of grocery stores, reaching 75% brand saturation across supermarket 
networks. 
Click here to read more 

  

South Africa Wine Cellar Assistants’ Programme 
 
In today’s rapidly changing world, the need to develop future leaders who can adapt and navigate 
uncertainty has never been greater. Leadership is not an innate trait; it evolves through experience, 
mentorship, and supportive environments that encourage curiosity, growth, and collaboration. 

 
Investing in leadership development also promotes diversity of thought and innovation, both essential 
to sustaining excellence in the wine industry. When cellars invest in their people, they send a powerful 

message that their employees matter. Nurturing future leaders strengthens cooperation, builds 
loyalty, and creates a resilient workforce equipped to meet the demands of an evolving wine 
industry.   
Click here to read more 

  

Trump hits Canada with 50% tariffs over US alcohol ban 
 

https://mailchi.mp/sawine.co.za/south-africa-wine-transformation-development-news-7080409?e=1c53798526
https://www.bizcommunity.com/article/south-africas-liquor-suppliers-face-a-new-retail-battleground-745042a
https://www.sawis.co.za/info/download/SA_Wine_2026_artikel_Leierskap_ontwikkeling.pdf


US President Donald Trump has imposed 50% tariffs on selected Canadian imports, accusing the 
country’s provinces of discriminating against American alcoholic beverages. The White House said the 
move is intended to pressure Canada into lifting restrictions that have slashed US alcohol exports by 
more than 80%. 
 
President Donald Trump has signed a proclamation imposing additional 50% tariffs on certain 
Canadian imports, escalating the trade dispute between the two countries over Canada’s restrictions 

on US alcoholic beverages. 
 
The duties, which target around US$20 billion worth of Canadian goods, will take effect from 19 
August. 
 
The White House said the measures were introduced under Section 338 of the Tariff Act of 1930, 
which allows the President to impose duties on imports from countries found to be discriminating 

against US commerce. 
Click here to read more  

  

Bordeaux vineyard values plunge as wine sales fall below three million 
hectolitres 
 
Land prices across Bordeaux’s leading appellations have continued to slide as the region’s prolonged 
wine crisis deepens, with annual wine sales dropping below the symbolic threshold of three million 
hectolitres for the first time in modern history. 
 
Vineyard land values across Bordeaux fell further in 2025 as the region grappled with weak demand, 
shrinking vineyard area and another decline in wine sales. 

 
According to French regional newspaper Sud-Ouest, annual shipments from Bordeaux producers fell 
to 2.98 million hectolitres over the 12 months to the end of March 2026, down 12% year-on-year 
and beneath the three million hectolitre mark for the first time in decades. 
 
The figures underline the scale of the crisis facing France’s largest wine-growing department, where 

growers continue to remove vineyards in an effort to rebalance supply with declining demand. 

Click here to read more  
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