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GLOBAL TRENDS 
  

Canadians are drinking less, driving the biggest drop in alcohol sales in 20 
years: StatsCan 
 
Younger generations leading the change to a more sober lifestyle 
 
The numbers are as sobering as a zero-proof margarita. 
 
Canadians are buying less alcohol, leading to the largest annual drop in beer, wine and spirits sales 

in the 20 years Statistics Canada has tracked the data, according to the agency's latest report. 
 
Sales of alcoholic beverages fell 1.6 per cent to $25.8 billion in the 2024-2025 fiscal year, despite a 

1.6 per cent increase in prices during that same period. That's because sales by volume dropped for 
the fourth year in a row as Canadians of legal drinking age purchased fewer drinks per week. 
Click here to read more 

  

Japans Wine Imports See Value Growth on Lower Volumes 
 
In 2025, Japan imported 234m liters of wine—a 2.3% contraction in volume compared to the previous 
year. However, the total value of these imports told a different story, rising 1.5% to 253bn Yen 
(approximately €1.38bn). 
 

According to figures from Japanese customs reported by trade platform Vino Joy News, this value 
growth in the face of falling volumes is a dual result of the market’s entrenched premiumization trend 
and the persistent devaluation of the Yen, which has significantly inflated import costs. 
 
France further cemented its dominance in 2025. Already the undisputed leader with a value market 
share of over 60%, the country saw its turnover grow by 4.72%, even as volumes dipped slightly by 

1.28%. Meanwhile, Chile—Japan's leader in terms of volume—held its shipments steady but saw a 

3.25% decline in value. Italy, which ranks second in value and third in volume (trailing France but 
narrowly ahead of Spain), posted modest losses in both value (–1.67%) and volume (–2.18%). 
Click here to read more 
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https://www.meininger.de/en/meiningers-international/news/japans-wine-imports-see-value-growth-lower-volumes?utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_term=MI_Newsletter&utm_campaign=Newsletter


Malaysia’s Wine Import Value Dipped in 2025 
 
Malaysia’s wine import value fell by 18.6% in 2025, dropping to 376.7m Ringgit (approx. €83.1m). 
According to the Hong Kong-based trade portal Vino Joy News, citing figures from the Department of 
Statistics Malaysia, the decline was primarily driven by losses for the market’s two largest suppliers: 
Australia and France. 

 
Together, these two nations account for 70% of the country's total import value. Notably, the 
Department of Statistics released no data regarding import volumes for the period. 
 
While third-ranked Italy remained resilient, edging down just 0.9%, fourth-place Chile saw its market 
share crater, plummeting 47.2%. In contrast, several regions bucked the downward trend: re-export 
hub Singapore grew 3.9%, the USA surged 37.43%, New Zealand climbed 16.65%, and South Africa 

rose 21.06%. 
Click here to read more 

  

Capturing Gen Z 
 
In April 2025, Vina Robles Winery launched its “Rookie Club” wine club tier, a program specifically 

designed to engage younger consumers and newcomers to wine. It’s part of a concerted effort by the 
Paso Robles-based winery to attract legal-drinking-age Gen Z consumers and younger Millennials. 
“We’re trying to figure out a way to attract that audience, to bring them into the tasting room and 
into the wine world in general,” says Courtney Benham, owner and president of CMB Family of Wines, 
which owns the Vina Robles brand. “We’ve created this club to make it really easy for the new 
consumers. It’s all through text messaging, and there’s really no obligation other than you sign up 
for one shipment, which is one bottle of wine, and if you like it, you can continue on. Or if you don’t, 

you can opt out.” 
Click here to read more 
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