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RSA & GLOBAL TRENDS 
  

How has the Australian wine retail market performed in the past 12 months? 
 
From Monday, tax on RTDs and spirits is set to leap to AU$110.15 per litre in Australia in what is one 

of the largest six-month increases outside of Covid. 
 
The Australian market is the ninth-largest and eighth-most attractive wine market in the world, 
according to the IWSR1. It is the Australian wine industry’s largest single market, accounting for 40 
per cent of total sales, and also our most accessible – with (needless to say) no tariffs, no freight 
costs and no language barriers. While the Australian wine market has not been immune to the declines 

affecting mature wine markets globally, it has proved comparatively resilient. Beneath the headline 
decline, the data reveals a number of positive growth stories across specific wine styles, price 

segments and regions. 
 
According to the IWSR, global wine consumption declined by around 900 million litres in 2025, with 
Brazil the only one of the top 20 wine markets to record growth. Against this backdrop, Australia's 
decline of 3 per cent, equivalent to just under 13 million litres, was comparatively modest. 

 
In the Australian retail off-trade market, wine sales declined by 1 per cent in volume in the year 
ended June 2026, while the overall retail alcohol market declined by 2.5 per cent2. Beer was the main 
driver of the decline in both volume and percentage terms, while wine declined the least in percentage 
terms and by a similar amount in absolute volume terms to spirits and RTDs. Cider continued its long-
term decline from a smaller base. 
Click here to read more 

  

Less booze, more moves: Inside the UK’s new Gen Z social scene 
 
For generations, pubs have served as a place where soccer fans crowd around television screens, 

colleagues meet after work, families celebrate birthdays, bachelor and bachelorette parties mark a 
final hurrah before marriage and regulars find community. 

 
But young Britons are increasingly looking elsewhere for social connection and embracing sober 
alternatives to mingle. This cultural shift may add to the squeeze being felt by Britain’s pubs. 
 
A study published in May by the British Beer and Pub Association (BBPA), an industry body that 
represents thousands of pubs and breweries, said that between January and March of this year, 161 
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pubs closed across England, Wales and Scotland – an average of nearly two a day. Since 2000, more 
than a quarter of pubs have closed, going from 60,800 in 2000 to 44,650 to 2025. 
Click here to read more 

  

Europe's 'Big Wine' Cooperatives Produce 25% of the World's Wine. A 
Troubled Sector Nobody is Talking About 
 
Europe makes 60% of the wine on the planet. Forty percent is produced by cooperatives, many of 
which are in trouble. 
 
Approximately 1,600 cooperatives, collectively-owned by an estimated half a million growers with an 
average landholding of around three hectares, produce one bottle in four of the wine on this planet. 

 
These are businesses that go almost entirely unmentioned in wine media which is ready to devote 
large amounts of attention and space to ‘fine wines’ (which are bought and sold on the secondary 
market), ‘luxury wines’ (which sell for over $50 a bottle), and ‘natural wines’. If you remove possible 

duplication between these categories, you get to respective market shares of 0.2%, 1.5% and a 
maximum of 0.7%. Less than 2.5%, between them. 
Click here to read more 

  

Is the Wine Crisis Just Another Phase? 
 
In her three years as president of one of the leading U.S. wine marketing research groups, Liz Thach 
has seen plenty of industry dips. But, as she ends her tenure as president of the Wine Market Council, 
she sees reasons to expect those slumps to turn around. 

 
“It seems like there’s a cycle every seven years,” says Thach, talking about the so-called Turrentine 
Brokerage wine business wheel of fortune, which uses historical events to predict future wine business 
trends. “And if you look at the cycle, we’ve had two downturns since 2000 about every seven years, 
where we’ve had too many grapes. So you can look at this downturn as part of the cycle, and if we’re 
at the bottom now, and I think we are, I see a distinct possibility that in the next 3 to 5 years we 
won’t have enough grapes and the current cycle will turn to shortage again, as it has in the past.” 

Click here to read more 

  

Italy’s ‘perfectly healthy’ wine grapes go unpicked in the afternoons because 
it’s just too hot this year 
 

Workers fan out before dawn to clip clusters of grapes destined to be transformed into Italy’s prized 
Franciacorta sparkling wine a full 10 days earlier than anticipated, as scorching temperatures brought 
the fruit to maturation earlier than ever. 
 
Climate change is narrowing the window for harvesting wine grapes, forcing winemakers to make 
quick decisions when even a few days can mean the difference between a good vintage and a bad 
one. 

 
“These are delicate, frantic moments, and everything has to work perfectly,’’ said Berlucchi CEO 
Arturo Ziliani, whose father, Franco, and estate owner Guido Berlucchi became the first winemakers 
in the northern Italian region of Franciacorta to produce sparkling wine using the “classic” method 

famously employed by France’s Champagne makers. 
Click here to read more 
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