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US to investigate Canada ban on American alcohol

US congresswoman Claudia Tenney has introduced new legislation to initiate an investigation into
Canada’s ‘discriminatory’ boycott of American alcohol.

Since March 2025, all but two Canadian provinces have taken US-made alcohol off their shelves due
to trade tensions. The move has caused exports of American spirits to plunge by 70% to Canada.

Tenney has introduced the Combating Attacks on our National Alcoholic Drinks by Allies (Canada)
Act, which directs the US trade representative to begin a Section 301 investigation into the
importation and distribution of American alcohol sold through provincial liquor boards.

The new act requires that an investigation begin within 30 days of enactment to determine whether
the Canadian provinces’ boycotts are actionable under Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974.

A press release from Tenney’s office said the ban on American alcohol in Canada has ‘harmed US
producers and limited their access to an important export market’.

The move also follows a comment from US trade representative ambassador Jamieson Greer, who
said the dispute would likely be resolved through enforcement action.
Click here to read more

Italian Consortia Limit Harvest Quantities

With an eye on the 2026 grape harvest, many Italian wine consortia are focusing on limiting harvest
quantities. The background is still large stock levels and a tense trading situation. According to the
Italian Ministry of Agriculture, as of May 31, 2026, around 49.1 million hectoliters of wine were in the
cellars — more than an average annual yield. To better align supply and demand and to avoid further
price declines, especially for bulk wines, numerous appellations are now reducing the permissible
yields per hectare.

The Toscana IGT consortium has applied for a reduction of permissible yields by 20 percent. The
planned yields are 13,600 kg/ha for white wines (instead of 17,000 kg) and 12,000 kg/ha for red
wines (instead of 16,000 kg/ha). Similar steps have already been implemented or decided in
renowned Tuscan appellations: Brunello di Montalcino is reduced to 7,000 kg/ha (from 8,000 kg),
while the Chianti consortium has again requested a 20 percent reduction. The Chianti Classico
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consortium is also aiming for a reduction to 6,500 kg/ha (instead of 7,500 kg). No yield reductions
are currently planned for Vino Nobile di Montepulciano and Bolgheri.
Click here to read more

2026 BMO Wine Market Report

Among U.S. wineries, 71% expect the market to have bounced back within three years and 38% are
confident it could take less time.

Total U.S. wine market volume is now about the same as a decade ago, yet the number of U.S.
wineries is nearly 50% larger.

Total U.S. market value grew 3% to more than $115 billion in 2025, but that growth obscures another
consecutive year of declining market volume with the previous year seeing a 4% loss to 362 million
9L cases.

People of all ages are drinking less alcohol in general, but the higher cost of wine relative to other
beverage types is putting it at a disadvantage.
Click here to read more

French vineyards battle extreme heat as climate pressures mount

French wine producers are facing another difficult growing season as record-breaking temperatures
compound the effects of frost, hail and prolonged drought across key regions.

French vineyards are facing mounting pressure after temperatures climbed as high as 44°C during
June’s record-breaking heatwave.

Dr Alistair Nesbitt, CEO of Vinescapes, said: “When it gets too hot, the vines shut down. The soil
becomes very dry. If there is no moisture in the soil, then no moisture is being pulled into the vines.
It creates a really unsuitable growing environment. Producers in France and elsewhere are really
struggling.”

One grower in the Loire Valley reportedly lost around 40% of their crop as grapes became damaged
by prolonged exposure to intense sunshine.
Click here to read more

Wildfires rage across southern Europe, forcing thousands to flee homes

Wildfires raging across southern Europe have forced thousands to flee their homes and prompted
officials to ban spectators from a stage of the Tour de France, amid warnings of “powder keg”
conditions after a record-breaking early summer heatwave.

Hundreds of firefighters are tackling blazes that have burned through almost 20,000 hectares (49,500
acres) in Portugal, Spain, France and Greece. Strong winds are forecast to fan the flames and
temperatures are expected to rise again this week.

In the remote foothills of the French Pyrenees near the Spanish border, 700 firefighters were
struggling to contain an out-of-control wildfire that has scorched 5,000 hectares and prompted the
evacuation of more than 10,000 people.

Click here to read more
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