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RSA & GLOBAL TRENDS 
  

SA wine industry welcomes zero-tariff deal with China 
 
South African wine producers have been handed a critical two-year lifeline to reclaim their footing in 

China, as a new zero-tariff agreement is set to begin on 1 May 2026. 
 
The deal, which removes a previous 14% tariff, aims to level the playing field against heavyweights 
like Chile, New Zealand and Australia, who have long enjoyed duty-free access. 
The development comes after long-term industry engagement and efforts to boost market access 
conditions for South African wine in a highly competitive market. 

 
Stakeholder manager Christo Conradie says this is a significant step forward for the industry and 

reflects ongoing engagement to address structural barriers to trade. 
 
“Tariffs have long placed South African producers at a disadvantage relative to key competitors. Their 
removal creates a more level playing field and opens the door for renewed growth in China.” he said. 
Click here to read more 

  

Flavored Wines Are Leading Key Industry Trends in 2026 
 
The growth of flavored wine offers lessons in accessibility, flavor, and meeting evolving consumer 
demand. 
 

There is a bright spot in the wine business, and it is largely unsung by many industry members. While 
alcohol consumption dips to record lows—only 54 percent of adult Americans drink, down from 67 
percent in 2022, according to a recent Gallup poll—flavored wine sales are growing. 
 
Infused with almond, watermelon, mango, Calabrian chilli, and other extracts, flavored wines have 

bold, spicy, and tropical notes that don’t require any swirling and sniffing to identify. Many are 
effervescent and typically have between 5% and 7% ABV. Those on the lower end technically fall 

below the TTB’s definition of wine, but their easy-drinking characters coincide with consumer trends 
toward low- and no-alcohol beverages. 
Click here to read more 

  

Chile's wine sector adapts to falling demand, low-alcohol trend 
 

https://mailchi.mp/sawine.co.za/south-africa-wine-transformation-development-news-7079071?e=1c53798526
https://www.algoafm.co.za/agriculture/sa-wine-industry-welcomes-zero-tariff-deal-with-china
https://daily.sevenfifty.com/flavored-wines-are-leading-key-industry-trends-in-2026/?_bhlid=6bb4514623043ec683fa790f3e1bcd383fdc354c


Chile's wine industry is facing mounting challenges as global consumption declines and consumers 
increasingly favor lower-alcohol beverages. 
 
Worldwide wine consumption has steadily decreased in recent years. The International Organization 
of Vine and Wine reported that global consumption fell from 229 million hectoliters in 2020 to 214 
million hectoliters in 2024. Preliminary indications for 2025 suggest the downward trend continued. 
 

Chile is the world's fourth-largest wine exporter, and these exports also have weakened. According 
to industry association Wine of Chile, the country exported 46.7 million cases of bottled wine in 2024, 
valued at $1.299 billion. In 2025, shipments fell 2.9% to 46.1 million cases, worth $1.262 billion. 
Click here to read more 

  

The opportunity in Japan for Australian wine 
 

Australia has a relatively low share of the Japanese wine market compared to other markets in Asia 
– five percent of volume and three percent of value. 

 
“Meaning there is plenty of room for growth if share can be captured from other source countries,” 
says Wine Australia in a Market Bulletin. 
 

In the 12 months ended March 2026, Australian wine exports to Japan rose by five percent in volume 
to 11 million litres and 10 percent in value to $49 million. 
 
All the top three varietals (Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz) grew in value, and growth 
was experienced across the price spectrum. 
 
Japan is the largest imported wine market by volume in the Asia Pacific region and Australia’s eighth 

largest export market. 
 
“As such, it is a vital market to consider for Australian wine exporters,” Wine Australia says. 
Click here to read more 
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