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According to Booking.com’s 2024 Travel Trends Report, “immersive wine country stays” are among
the top global travel trends, especially when paired with design and wellness experiences, reflecting
growing demand for destinations that integrate accommodation, culture, gastronomy and wellbeing.

The trend is reflected in global hospitality groups such as Relais & Chateaux, whose vineyard
properties operate as full-service destinations, and locally in estates designed as immersive retreats
that combine heritage, hospitality and landscape for domestic and international travellers.
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Stop looking west: Why India is the premium wine frontier you're about to
miss

In 2011, I traded the high-intensity PR world of New York City for the sensorial whirlwind of India. At
the time, the wine scene was just finding its feet, but by the time I moved to the Cape in 2017 -
after years of immersion from city hubs to the high-altitude vineyards of Nashik - it was clear that a
profound cultural shift was underway. Today, I sit at the center of a unique corridor, acting as a
bridge between the South African winelands and the Indian market. If you are still viewing India as
a "secondary" opportunity or a difficult-to-navigate maze, you are missing the most electric energy
in the global wine trade today.

To land in India is to wake up. It is a place that makes you feel profoundly alive - a riot of color, a
constant hum of motion, and an unparalleled hospitality that treats every guest as a sacred presence.
In this "Golden Decade," wine has shifted from a niche luxury to the centerpiece of a sophisticated,
modern lifestyle.

Click here to read more

One Year Later, Canadian Bans on U.S. Wine Cost American Industry $357
Million in 2025


https://mailchi.mp/sawine.co.za/south-africa-wine-transformation-development-news-7077277?e=1c53798526
https://www.timeslive.co.za/lifestyle/2026-03-04-why-south-africans-are-trading-old-travel-trends-to-be-whisked-away-at-wine-estates/
https://news.wine.co.za/News.aspx?NEWSID=46646&CLIENTID=&SPOTLIGHTID=

One year after Canadian provinces began removing U.S. wines from store shelves in retaliation for
U.S. tariffs, new full-year data shows the bans triggered a massive collapse in U.S. wine exports to
Canada and left American wineries, growers and workers paying the price.

A new Wine Institute fact sheet detailing full-year 2025 trade data shows U.S. wine exports to Canada
fell 78% year over year, driving a $357 million loss in export value. The disruption also reversed a
long-standing trade relationship — turning a $254 million U.S. wine trade surplus in 2024 into a $90
million trade deficit in a single year.

“Behind these numbers are family businesses, growers, distributors, hospitality workers and entire
communities who have no connection to this dispute — and yet are paying the price every day,” said
Steve Gross, interim president and CEO of Wine Institute. “For many wineries, Canada wasn't just
another export destination. It was the market that made international growth possible.”

Click here to read more

Cheapest Wines See Largest Sales Declines

In the four weeks ended Dec. 27, off-premise table wine sales fell 7% versus a year ago to $1.6
billion, according to NIQ scan data. Sales of wine in glass were down more than 7% to $1.5 billion
while box wine sales declined less than 1% to $180 million. Wine in glass priced between $4 and $15
showed the steepest declines; these price tiers, which accounted for $829 million in December sales,
were down on average 9%. Sales of wines in glass priced less than $4 per 750ml continue to shrink,
down nearly 15% to $11.6 million. Sales of box wines priced more than $4 grew nearly 3% to $131
million, offsetting the more than 7% decline in sales of box wines priced less than $4. In the latest
52 weeks, total table wine sales were down more than 6% to $16.8 billion, again driven by declines
among falling sales of wine in glass. Among wine in glass priced $4 to $15, sales fell by more than
$1 billion versus the previous year. Gains made by wine in box priced more than $4?up nearly 4% to
$1.6 billion-offset declines for lower-priced SKUs, resulting in total box wine sales growing more than
half a% to $2.3 billion.

Click here to read more

Greek wine exports to UK rise 6.66% in 2025

Value, volume and average price all increased year-on-year, underlining the category’s strengthening
premium position in the British market.

Greek wine exports to the UK grew by 6.66% in value in 2025 compared with 2024, as the category
continued its upward trajectory in one of its key export markets.

According to the latest export data, the value of shipments to the UK rose 6.66% year-on-year.
Export volumes increased by 3.6%, while the average export price climbed by 3.1%.

The figures point to simultaneous growth in both scale and value, with pricing also moving upwards.
Click here to read more
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