
 

 

 
 

 

23 January 2025 

 

Dear Participant  

 

FIRST WEBSITE AND CHANGES TO THE CERTIFICATION SEAL 

 

As you would already have noticed, the Wine and Spirit Board (Wyn en Spiritusraad) is now 

known as the Wine Certification Authority (Wynsertifiseringsowerheid), as proclaimed in 

Government Gazette No. 49061 on 01 August 2023. It is important to note that the functions 

of the organisation, namely the administration of the Wine of Origin, Integrated Production 

of Wine (IPW) and Estate Brandy schemes, remains the same. 

 

Our certification seals have also had a facelift and has come into operation as of the 

beginning of January 2025.  

The main changes to our seals are the listing of our new name and a QR-code. This means 

consumers of South African certified wines no longer need to manually enter the seal code 

to learn more about the wine, they can now stand in store and use their smartphone to scan 

the code. This also brings us to our latest addition - after 55 years of existence, we are pleased 

to announce that we finally have our own website.   

 

WCA’s website amongst other things, explains exactly what the different certification seals 

means and how it is linked to the schemes we administer. 

The website also gives a breakdown of the WCA’s history, and explains its statutory identity, 

it provides an overview of the three schemes administered by the WCA and provides access 

to resources like wine legislation, wine law newsletters, a list of registered wine estates, 

production areas, etc.  

Please click on this link to learn more about our new website https://wineauthority.org. 

 

Below we also include examples of the new certification seal that has just come into 

operation. 

 

https://wineauthority.org/


                         

Lastly, we encourage all participants of the schemes to display copies of the certification 

seal in their tasting rooms and to use it as part of their marketing material. The certification 

seals serve as a guarantee that the wine inside the bottle/bag-in-box/wine can, has been 

verified by the WCA, through its agent SAWIS and third party auditor, Enviroscientific, from 

the vineyard to its final packaging and all certification claims listed are true and verified as 

guaranteed by a 55 year old statutory body. 

 

To ensure our certification seal is never compromised, we have entered into an agreement 

with a design company by the name of Brandtree who has been given permission by the 

WCA to produce marketing material (excluding wine labels and packaging) and enlarged 

copies of the certification seal to participants of the schemes. Below is an example of a copy 

of the certification seal that they created for our offices. Should you wish to purchase the 

same or any marketing material which lists the certification seal please contact Brandtree or 

our offices for assistance. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

OLIVIA POONAH (on behalf of the WCA Team) 

EXECUTIVE MANAGER  


