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MANDATORY LABEL INFORMATION FOR THE USA 

(On 750 ml South African bottled wine)

(See last page for an example label)

Remember that a label must have a COLA (Certificate of Label Approval) before it may be used. Application for a COLA is usually done by the importer. Further, that South African labelling requirements must also be complied with. 

	Mandatory item
	Type size
	Legibility
	Placement
	Details

	BRAND NAME
	Min. 2 mm
	· Readily legible on a contrasting background

· Separate and apart from or be substantially more conspicuous than descriptive information
	On label on the front of the container
	Para. 1

	CLASS AND TYPE DESIGNATION
	Min. 2 mm
	· Readily legible on a contrasting background

· Separate and apart from or be substantially more conspicuous than descriptive information
	On label on the front of the container
	Para. 2

	ALCOHOL CONTENT
	Min. 1 mm

Max. 3 mm
	· Readily legible on a contrasting background

· May not be set off with a border or otherwise accentuated
	On label on the front of the container
	Para. 3

	IMPORTER DETAILS
	Min. 2 mm
	· Readily legible on a contrasting background

· Separate and apart from or be substantially more conspicuous than descriptive information
	On label on the front, back or side of container
	Para 4

	NET CONTENTS
	Min. 2 mm
	· Readily legible on a contrasting background

· Separate and apart from or be substantially more conspicuous than descriptive information
	On label on the front, back or side of container
	Para. 5

	ALLERGEN DECLARATION
	Min. 2 mm
	· Readily legible on a contrasting background

· Separate and apart from or be substantially more conspicuous than descriptive information
	On label on the front, back or side of container
	Para. 6

	HEALTH WARNING
	Min. 2 mm
	· Readily legible on a contrasting background

· Separate and apart from all other label information
	On label on the front, back or side of container
	Para. 7

	COUNTRY OF ORIGIN
	Not prescribed
	Not prescribed
	On label on the front, back or side of container
	Para. 8


Labels containing the terms "Late Harvest", "Late Picked", "Botrytis infected" and the like, must (on the front or back label) bear statements indicating sugar at harvest and residual sugar along with one of the allowable units of measure (degrees brix, percent by weight, grams per 100 ml or grams per liter). The same unit of measure must be used for both statements.

1. BRAND NAME                                                      








      [Back to main Table]
(a)
This is the name under which a wine or line of wines is marketed, usually the most prominent piece of information on the label.

(b)
If the wine is not sold under a brand name, the name of the importer becomes the brand name, in which case the importer's details must appear on a label on the front of the container.

(c)
Special rules apply if the brand name -

· describes the age, origin, identity or other characteristics of the wine; or

· includes a vineyard, orchard, farm or ranch name.

2. CLASS AND TYPE DESIGNATION










      [Back to main Table]
(a)
This reflects the specific identity of the wine. "Class" is the broad category, whilst "type" is a narrower category within a class. For example, "Red Wine" (type) falls in the class "Grape Wine".

(b)
Most type names and most class names are sufficient as the class and type designation. For example, if you indicate "Grape Wine" you are not obliged to also indicate "Red Wine". The opposite is also true - if you show "Red Wine" your are not compelled to also indicate "Grape Wine". The Table below sets out and defines the classes and types of wine. Those classes and types that are sufficient as class and type designation are identified with: "[c & t]". Other aspects to bear in mind appear in the "Notes" column.

	Class
	Class definition
	Type
	Type definition
	Notes

	Grape Wine

[c & t]
	Wine produced by the normal alcoholic fermentation of the juice of sound, ripe grapes (including restored or unrestored pure condensed grape must), with or without the addition, after fermentation, of pure condensed grape must, and with or without added grape brandy or alcohol, but without other addition or abstraction except as may occur in cellar treatment. A "still wine" is defined as: "Wine containing not more than 0.392 gram of carbon dioxide per 100 milliliters.".
	Table Wine or Light Wine

[c & t]
	Grape wine containing 7 - 14 % alcohol by volume
	· If you indicate "Table Wine" or "Light Wine" you need not indicate the alcohol content.

	
	
	Red Wine 

[c & t]
	Grape wine containing 7 - 24 % alcohol by volume, identified by colour
	

	
	
	Rosé Wine

[c & t]
	Grape wine containing 7 - 24 % alcohol by volume, identified by colour
	

	
	
	White Wine

[c & t]
	Grape wine containing 7 - 24 % alcohol by volume, identified by colour
	

	
	
	Dessert Wine

[c & t]
	Grape wine containing over 14 % but not more than 24 % alcohol by volume
	

	
	
	Single Varietal Wine [c & t]
	Grape wine containing 7 - 24 % alcohol by volume identified with the name of the grape variety composing not less than 85 % of the volume of the wine
	Sufficient as both class and type name, but remember -

· must then be separate and apart from or be substantially more conspicuous than descriptive information, and must be on the front label;

· can only be used on Wines of Origin.

	
	
	Multi Varietal Wine [c & t]
	Grape wine containing 7 - 24 % alcohol by volume identified with the names and percentages (totaling 100%) of the grape varieties that compose the wine
	Sufficient as both class and type name, but remember -

· must then be separate and apart from or be substantially more conspicuous than descriptive information, and must be on the front label;

· can only be used on Wines of Origin.

	Sparkling Wine [c & t]
	Grape wine containing more than 0.392 grams per 100 ml carbon dioxide resulting solely from secondary fermentation in a closed container
	
	
	

	Carbonated Wine [c & t]
	Grape wine containing more than 0.392 grams per 100 ml carbon dioxide resulting from other than secondary fermentation in a closed container
	
	
	


3. ALCOHOL CONTENT










                              [Back to main Table]
(a)
If the wine is a Table (Light) Wine (see type definition concerned) the expression "Table Wine" or "Light Wine" may be used as the alcohol content statement.

(b)
The alcohol content may be stated as a specific percentage with a tolerance of -

· plus or minus 1 % for wines with more than 14 % alcohol by volume, for example, a wine with an actual alcohol of 15.5 % may be labelled with from 14.5 % to 16.5 %;

· plus or minus 1.5 % for wines with 7 to 14 % alcohol by volume, 

BUT the label alcohol content may not cross the 3 tax categories (7 to 14 %; over 14 % to 21 %; over 21 % to 24 %), for example, a wine with an actual alcohol of 13.4 % may be labelled with from 11.9 % to 14 % - not to 14.9 % as the 1.5 % tolerance would normally permit.

(c)
The following formats may be used for the alcohol content: (1) "Alcohol ___ % by volume" or (2) "Alc ___ % by vol" or (3) "___ % Alcohol by volume" or (4) "___ % Alc by vol".

4. IMPORTER DETAILS












      [Back to main Table]
This must consist of the expression "Imported by" (or a similar appropriate phrase) followed by the name and the address of the importer. The name of the importer must be identical to that shown on the importer's basic permit. The address must be the principal place of business in the United States of the importer, include the importer's city and state, and be identical to that shown on the importer's basic permit.

5. NET CONTENTS
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(a)
Wine must be bottled in a metric standard of fill.

(b)
Use the expression "750 milliliters" or "750 ml".

(c)
Net contents may be blown or branded into the bottle in place of or in addition to a statement on a label, BUT if the net content is not shown on a label, a sample of the container must be submitted with the application for the COLA (certificate of label approval).

6. ALLERGEN DECLARATION











      [Back to main Table]
(a)
At present only the sulfite declaration is mandatory. However, eight other major food allergens may voluntarily be declared and a notice proposing to make this obligatory has been issued. As this proposal is in the comments phase (which phase might be extended), could look different in its final form, and one would hope that a final notice will provide for a phasing in period, it is not recommended that labels be amended at this stage. Should you, however, wish to do so, details are supplied below. 

(b)
For wine containing 10 or more parts per million of sulfur dioxide, the statement "Contains sulfites" or "Contains (a) sulfiting agent(s)" or identification of the specific sulfiting agent(s) is required. If your wine does not have the sulfite statement, a sample analysis by the TTB (Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, U.S. Department of the Treasury) or a TTB certified laboratory is required as proof that the wine has less than 10 ppm sulfur dioxide. 

(c)
The eight major food allergens (whether present in fining or processing agents or not and including proteins derived from them) are:

· Milk (usually casein used as a fining agent)

· Egg (usually lysozyme/albumen)

· Fish (usually fish gelatin or isinglass used as a fining agent)

· Crustacean shellfish - the name of the species of crustacean shellfish (for example, crab, lobster or shrimp) must be declared.

· Tree nuts - the name of the specific type of nut (for example, almonds, pecans or walnuts) must be declared.

· Wheat

· Peanuts

· Soybeans

An allergen declaration could, thus, look as follows: "Contains sulfites, milk, egg and fish". You can not use terms such as "casein", "albumen" or "isinglass" or talk of "fish products" and the like or of "processing or fining agent".

7. HEALTH WARNING












      [Back to main Table]
(a)
This statement must read as follows: "GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) According to the Surgeon General, women should not drink alcoholic beverages during pregnancy because of the risk of birth defects. (2) Consumption of alcoholic beverages impairs your ability to drive a car or operate machinery, and may cause health problems.".

(b)
The words "GOVERNMENT WARNING" must be in capital letters and in bold type. The remainder of the statement may not appear in bold type. The statement must appear as a continuous paragraph. 

(c)
The health warning statement may not exceed 25 characters per inch (25,4 mm).

8. COUNTRY OF ORIGIN












      [Back to main Table]
The expression "Product of South Africa" or "Produce of South Africa" must be used.
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BRAND NAME
Fine - More than 2 mm, legible. separate and on
the front label. If the wine did not have a brand
name, the importer defails (see below) would have
become the brand name.

STORMHOEK

SAUVIGNON BLANG 2006
WESTERN GAPE
Bursting with gooseberry aromas and layers of zesty
citrus fruit
tremendous character and a refreshingly crisp,

id mineral, our Sauvignon Blanc offers

mothaatering acidity. It’s just the thing to take oysters,

CLASS AND TYPE DESIGNATION
Fine - More than 2 mm, legible, scparate, more
conspicuous than descriptive information and on the
front label. The vintage year (2006) is not part of the
class and type designation. Note that the USA has a
95% requirement for vintage whether
imported or not. As is required to be able to use the
name of a cultivar, the wine is a certified wine -
Wine of Origin Western Cape.

fresh seafood and spicy fare to a whole ne

dimension.

2y

wine,

IMPORTER DETAILS

Fine - More than 2 mm, legible and separate. In
stead of “Imported by a similar appropriate phrase,
“Sole Agent USA™. is used. The name (Palm Bay
Imports Inc) of the importer is shown. The address
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ALCOHOL CONTENT
Fine - More than 1 mm, not more than 3 mm,
legible, on the front label, in a correct format and
not set off with a border or otherwise accentuated.

HEALTH WARNING “;B
Fine - More than 2 mm, legible, separate and apart
fom all other label information, not more

compressed than allowed, in a continuous paragraph
and in the comect format (“GOVERNMENT
WARNING" in capital letters and in bold, the rest

not in bold, commas at the correct places!). N

IREME!

FRONT (BRAND) LABEL

This is the FRONT label for all the items that must appear
on the front label of the container, appear thercon: brand
name. class and type designation and alcohol content.
According to the TTB this is within their law.

APPELLATION OF ORIGIN

NOT fine - should be “Wine of Origin Western Cape™. but is
allowed (by SA legislation) as such for geographical units
only until the end of 2007. Not a normal USA mandatory
item, but is obligatory if a cultivar name(s) and/or vintage
year is shown. Our legislation has the same rules. Both origin
and vintage year indications must appear “indirect
conjunction with and in letiering substantially as
conspicuous as” the name of the cultivar,

CCOUNTRY OF ORIGIN

NOT fine - should be “Product of South Africa” or “Produce
of South Africa”. The TTB has confirmed that they will not
accept “Wine of South Africa” in place of the first-
mentioned expressions.

ALLERGEN DECLARATION
Fine - More than 2 mm, legible and separate.

NET CONTENT
Fine - More than 2 mm, legible and separate. Only 750 ml"”"
without “Net content™, is also acceptable.

BACK LABEL

Although this is what will face the consumer, for purposes
of the USA’s legislation it can be regarded as the back
label as all the items obliged to be on the front label are on
the label abave.












