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AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS

1
INTRODUCTION

The Minister of Agriculture has just published amendments to the Regulations of the Liquor Products Act. These amendments are set out below. 

The complete Regulations, as amended, can be downloaded in MS Word format from www.sawis.co.za under "Wine Law/South Africa". The Regulations you can download, are not only annotated, but also fully cross referenced using bookmarks and hyperlinks, to facilitate electronic navigation. For the Regulations in Afrikaans go to www.sawis.co.za under "Wynreg/Suid-Afrika". 

2
AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS
2.1
Grape cultivars which may be used for the production of grape spirits
The variety "Villard blanc", which is not a Vitis vinifera variety, may now be used for the production of Grape spirit, Husk spirit, Premium husk spirit, Pot still brandy, Brandy and Vintage brandy.
2.2
Keeping of records
Under the Wine of Origin Scheme comprehensive records must be kept in respect of certified wine. To assist the Department of Agriculture with the control, prevention and tracing of fraudulent practices all producers, blenders and fillers of liquor products (other than certified wine) must, from 1 January 2011, keep similar comprehensive records. These new requirements are set out in the Annexure hereto.  
2.3
Grape cultivars which may be used for the production on wine
Table 1 of the Regulations was amended by adding – 

· Petit Sirah as synonym for Durif;

· Merbein Seedless;

· Monastrell and Monastrel as synonyms for Mourvèdre;
· Villard blanc. 
2.4
Cape pink
Cape pink has been added as a new class of fortified wine. This class is only allowed for certified wine, and must have the character that is distinctive of the South African wine known or previously known as "port". Furthermore, the product must be –
· produced from non-muscat varieties;

· matured for at least 6 months;

· pink in colour, with or without a brown hue.
2.5
Substances which may be added to wine
Pending further directions from the administering officer of the Liquor Products Act and the Wine and Spirit Board, water will be able to be added to certified wine for the correction of moisture losses in grapes. 
We will let you have above-mentioned directions as soon as they become available.
2.6
Ultraviolet radiation
Ultraviolet radiation may now be used to get rid of bacteria and fungi in wine, alcoholic fruit beverages and grape-based liquors.
2.7
Free sulphur dioxide in bulk wine exports

The minimum requirement of 40 mg/l of free sulphur dioxide in bulk wine for export was lowered to 30 mg/l, but this must be analysed for by means of the aspiration method.

2.8
Natural sweet wine

Just "sweet" was added as an alternative class designation for natural sweet wine.
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DIRECTOR: REGULATORY SERVICES
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Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information.
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        WINE LAW is a publication of 
ANNEXURE
KEEPING OF RECORDS

(1)
From 1 January 2011 a producer, blender or filler of a liquor product other than certified wine, shall record full particulars of all steps in the production, blending or filling process of such a liquor product, including –

(a)
raw materials, components and substances used;

(b)
the application of treatments;

(c)
containers used; and

(d)
movement between containers or premises.

(2)
Particulars to be recorded in terms of subregulation (1) shall, where applicable, include:

(a)
The name and address of each supplier of raw materials, components and substances received.

(b)
If using a contractor to apply treatments, the name and address of such contractor.

(c)
The nature of treatments applied and of raw materials, components and substances received and used.

(d)
The volume, quantity or mass, as is normally applicable, of raw materials, components and substances received and used.

(e)
The potential or actual alcohol content, as the case may be, of raw materials, components and substances received and used.

(f)
The supplier's batch numbers, lot numbers or other similar applicable means of batch identification of raw materials, components and substances received and used.

(g)
The dates of delivery by suppliers of raw materials, components and substances received.

(h)
The dates treatments were applied and raw materials, components and substances were used.

(i)
The volume, quantity or mass, as is normally applicable, of the product to be treated and of the product the raw materials, components and substances are to be used on.

(j)
The volume, quantity or mass, as is normally applicable, of the result of the application of treatments and of the result of the usage of raw materials, components and substances.

(k)
The actual alcohol content of the result of the application of treatments and of the result of the usage of raw materials, components and substances.

(l)
Particulars of any losses incurred in production, blending, filling, treatment or other process.

(m)
Type, quantity and volume of any container used.

(n)
A flow chart or other applicable record of the movement of raw materials, components and liquor products between bulk storage containers.


(o)
Particulars of transporters of bulk raw materials, components and liquor products used, including the registration numbers of the vehicles concerned.

(p)
Particulars of delivery notes of bulk raw materials, components and liquor products.

(q)
The results of any analyses of raw materials, components, substances and liquor products.

(r)
Particulars, including particulars of invoices and of SAWIS 6 certificates, of the disposal, removal or transfer of any raw materials, components, substances and liquor products.

(s)
Particulars requested in writing by the administering officer.

(3)
Particulars which have to be recorded in terms of this regulation shall be recorded not later than the working day following the working day on which the recordable act concerned took place. 

(4)
Records which have to be kept in terms of this regulation shall be kept and maintained for a period of at least five years.
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