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                             INFORMATION

NEW COMBINED, VOLUNTARY SEAL FOR WINE OF ORIGIN AND INTEGRATED PRODUCTION OF WINE
Below please find information, in a question and answer format, in both English and Afrikaans in above regard.
If you have any queries please contact our IPW manager, Daniël Schietekat, at 021 889 6555 or 082 859 4787 or daniel@ipw.co.za.
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ANDRÉ MATTHEE
DIRECTOR: REGULATORY SERVICES
WINE AND SPIRIT BOARD
Tel:
022 423 8692
Fax:
021 807 6003
Email:
matthee@wo.org.za
Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information.
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      WINE LAW is a publication of
GESAMENTLIKE, VRYWILLIGE SEËL VIR WO en IPW

1
INLEIDING

Tans bedryf die Wyn- en Spiritusraad (Raad) twee sertifiseringstelsels: Wyn van Oorsprong (WO) en Geïntegreerde Produksie van Wyn (IPW). Vir WO bestaan daar lank reeds 'n sertifiseringseël, maar daar is nie 'n seël vir die heelwat jonger IPW stelsel vir volhoubare, omgewingsvriendelike produksie nie. Na wye konsultasie is besluit om 'n alternatiewe seël wat beide WO en IPW dek, beskikbaar te stel vanaf die 2010 oesjaar. 

2
VRAE EN ANTWOORDE

2.1
Wat word bedoel met 'n gesamentlike en vrywillige seël?

Die bestaande WO seël wat oorsprong, oesjaar en kultivar sertifiseer, sal steeds beskikbaar wees vir produsente wat nie van die nuwe seël gebruik wil maak nie of wat slegs aan die WO vereistes, maar nie IPW nie, voldoen. Die nuwe seël is ŉ alternatiewe seël wat beide IPW en WO sal sertifiseer. Dit beteken dat daar steeds slegs een seël op die houer sal verskyn, afhangende van watter aspekte sertifiseer wil word - slegs WO (bestaande seël) of beide WO en IPW (nuwe seël). Vir nie-WO wyn wat aan IPW voldoen, bly die bestaande opsie van etiketaanduidings oop.

2.2
Hoe lyk die nuwe seël?

Die nuwe seël is op 'n aks na dieselfde grootte as die bestaande WO seël en sal ook deur SAWIS namens die Raad uitgereik word. Die nuwe seël word tans by botteleringsaanlegte getoets en sal, met moontlike klein ontwerpaanpassings, soos volg lyk: 
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Wines of South Africa (WOSA) sal die nuwe seël en idee daaragter intensief bemark as deel van “Brand South Africa”. Sommige ander lande werk ook aan soortgelyke volhoubaarheidsakkreditasies en stel ook op ŉ beperkte skaal soortgelyke inisiatiewe bekend, maar geen ander land behalwe Suid-Afrika het die vermoë om hierdie konsep nasionaal te implementeer en te sertifiseer nie. Hierdie is ‘n groot voordeel wat Suid-Afrika het en ŉ wêreldeerste. Suid Afrika sal 'n visuele waarborg hê, nie net vir die integriteit van oorsprong en/of oesjaar en/of kultivar nie, maar ook vir volhoubare produksie en naspeurbaarheid tot op produkvlak. Die aangeduide webtuiste (swsa = "Sustainable Wine South Africa") sal as 'n portaal tot die verskillende stelsels en as 'n bemarkingsinstrument dien.

2.3
Hoe kwalifiseer 'n mens vir die nuwe seël?

Om vir die nuwe seël te kwalifiseer sal die volgende in plek moet wees :

(a) Elke skakel in die produksieketting moet aan die IPW riglyne en vereistes voldoen. Hierdie riglyne geld vir die plaas, kelder en vir botteleerders. Die nuwe seël is gekoppel aan die parsmagtigingsaansoek en is volledig geïntegreer met die Wyn van Oorsprong stelsel.

(b) Alle voornemende gebruikers van die nuwe seël se IPW inligting moet jaarliks op die nuwe elektroniese IPW databasis verskyn. Dié databasis sal beskikbaar wees vanaf Oktober 2009. Produsente wat van die nuwe seël gebruik wil maak, moet self hul 2010 inligting op die databasis laai voor parstyd 2010. Produsente sal in kennis gestel word wanneer en hoe die inligting opgelaai moet word. Die IPW kantoor sal die 2009 produsente-inligting op die elektroniese databasis laai.

Produsente moet ook kennis neem dat wanneer druiwe of wyn vanaf verskillende kelders aangekoop word en wanneer versnitte gemaak word van wyn van verskillende tenke of plase, moet elke skakel of produksie-eenheid (plase waarvan alle druiwe gekom het asook die kelders wat die wyn gemaak het, asook die kelder of botteleringsfasiliteite waar dit gebottel word) IPW geakkrediteer wees ten einde die nuwe seël te mag gebruik. 

Om IPW geakkrediteer te wees, moet plase, kelders en botteleerders by IPW geregistreer wees en moet alle selfevaluasievorms vir elke toepaslike oesjaar ingehandig wees. Jaarlikse voldoening aan IPW vereistes sal steeds bevestig word deur die invul van die selfevaluasiedokumente sowel as onafhanklike oudits op ŉ steekproefbasis. Die verskil is egter dat die inligting nou elektronies via die nuwe IPW databasis ingehandig moet word. Dit sal beteken dat inligting vroeër as 31 Mei soos in die verlede, op die databasis gelaai moet word om te verseker dat voldoening aan IPW verifieer kan word voordat die seël uitgereik kan word. 

2.4
Gaan die bestaande Wyn van Oorsprong sertifisering steeds voort?

Ja, die bestaande wyse van WO sertifisering gaan voort soos normaal. Produsente sal dus steeds hul wyn volgens Wyn van Oorsprong kan sertifiseer al wil hul nie gebruik maak van die nuwe seël nie. 

2.5
Van wanneer af mag die nuwe seël gebruik word?

Slegs wyne vanaf die 2010 oesjaar sal in aanmerking kom vir die nuwe seël. Indien ŉ produsent wyne van vorige oesjare gebruik om met 2010 wyne te versny en die nuwe seël wil gebruik, kan aansoeke op ŉ ad-hoc basis aan die Raad voorgelê word.

2.6
Hoe doen 'n mens aansoek om die nuwe seël te bekom?

Lede wat van die nuwe seël gebruik wil maak, moet let op die volgende:

(a) Vir die gebruik van die nuwe seël moet alle IPW lede se 2009 sowel as 2010 plaas en kelder IPW vorms op die nuwe IPW databasis wees.

(b) Daar moet ook reeds op die parsmagtigingsaansoek (BG1) aangedui word dat die nuwe seël gebruik gaan word. Daarna word seëls by SAWIS aangevra soos tans, met die verskil dat aangedui sal word of die bestaande seël of die nuwe seël benodig word.

(c) Produsente en kelders moet hulle 2010 IPW selfevalusasievorms so gou as moontlik na die aanvang van die seisoen op die databasis laai. Die IPW vorms moet reeds op die IPW databasis beskikbaar wees teen die tyd wanneer aansoek gedoen word vir die seël.

(d) Neem kennis dat elke skakel in die produksieketting (plaas, kelder, bottelering) aan die IPW riglyne moet voldoen ten einde die nuwe seël te kan gebruik.

(e) Kelders wat van verskeie plekke druiwe of wyn koop en van die seël gebruik wil maak, sal moet seker maak dat daardie produsent of kelder se IPW vorms op die IPW databasis is en ook korrek is. 

2.7
Wanneer gaan die IPW sertifikate uitgereik word?

Die datum van inhandiging van die selfevaluasievorms sal vervroeg word vir doeleindes van die nuwe seël. Die selfevaluasie-inligting van die betrokke plase en kelders sal op die IPW databasis moet wees voordat by SAWIS aansoek gedoen word vir die uitreik van die seël.

Die nuwe IPW databasis sal die uitreik van sertifikate bespoedig aangesien die IPW inligting direk op die stelsel ingesleutel word en die IPW sertifikaat feitlik onmiddellik deur die stelsel genereer word. SAWIS sal ook direk op die databasis elektronies kan verifieer of die inligting op die databasis korrek is en of die kelder en betrokke plase aan IPW voldoen. Die sertifikaat kan dus afgelaai word sodra die IPW vorms op die databasis ingesleutel en verifieer is. Indien iemand dus nie die nuwe seël wil gebruik nie of in gevalle waar daar nie aansoek gedoen word vir WO sertifisering nie, sal ŉ IPW sertifikaat wel beskikbaar wees om te toon dat die betrokke plaas, kelder of botteleringsfasiliteit aan IPW vereistes voldoen.

2.8
Wat gebeur as ŉ kwalifiserende IPW deelnemer die nuwe seël begin gebruik, maar tydens 'n oudit ŉ probleem optel?

Indien iemand later tydens ŉ onafhanklike oudit nie sou slaag nie, sal daar ŉ grasieperiode van 6 maande (of langer in verdienstelike gevalle soos deur die Raad goedgekeur) wees waartydens die lid die probleemareas moet aanspreek. Die plaas of kelder sal gedurende ŉ verdere onafhanklike oudit (op eie koste) moet bewys dat die foute reggemaak is. Tydens die grasieperiode kan die nuwe seël steeds gebruik word.

Indien die probleemareas nie reggestel word nie, sal IPW en gevolglik die gesamentlike seël se sertifisering opgeskort word totdat die probleem aangespreek is. Ongeseëlde wyn sal van daardie punt af slegs die bestaande WO seël kan ontvang, maar reeds geseëlde voorraad sal nie affekteer word nie.

IPW sertifikate sal steeds in meeste gevalle op sterkte van selfevaluasie uitgereik word, maar aangesien die inligting nou meer deursigtig sal wees op die IPW webtuiste asook met die nuwe seël, sal dit baie meer sigbaar wees indien iemand nou nie sou slaag nie. Dit beklemtoon dat dit die lede se verantwoordelikheid sal wees om te verseker dat hulle aan die vereistes voldoen en die IPW inligting betyds op die databasis laai. Alle bestaande IPW kelderlede het tot op datum reeds onafhanklike oudits deurgegaan terwyl nuwe kelderlede in die toekoms eers ŉ onafhanklike oudit moet slaag voor die eerste sertifisering. 

2.9
Sal die geloofwaardigheid van die IPW stelsel bevraagteken kan word as gevolg van die hoeveelheid oudits wat tans gedoen word – of nie gedoen word nie? Is selfoudits nog nodig?

Soos Nieu-Seeland gebruik ons ŉ erkende selfouditsisteem gekombineer met onafhanklike oudits op ŉ lukrake steekproefbasis. Sedert die 2009 oesjaar moet alle lede wat by IPW aansluit eers die selfoudit voltooi en slaag en daarna 'n onafhanklike oudit ondergaan en slaag voordat ŉ IPW sertifikaat uitgereik word. 

Einde 2009 sal alle kelders en plase wat tot op hede nie geoudit was nie ten minste een maal geoudit wees. Met alle nuwe lede wat sedert 2009 ook ŉ onafhanklike oudit moes ondergaan, beteken dit dat geen kelder IPW gesertifiseer sal wees indien dit nie reeds ŉ oudit ondergaan het nie. Weens die groot aantal sal dit egter nie die geval by plaaslede wees nie. Uiteraard sal kelders self verseker dat hulle plase voldoen aangesien hulle die risiko dra in die geval van byvoorbeeld onwettige residue of opskorting van sertifisering weens 'n onsuksesvolle plaasoudit. 

In die geval van produsentekelders en in gevalle waar druiwe van verskeie plase bekom word, word interne kontroleurs amptelik aangestel. Dit gee ŉ ekstra vlak van versekering, die gehalte waarvan deur onafhanklike, lukrake steekproefoudits van enkele betrokke plase bepaal kan word. 

Tot op datum was daar nie enige plase wat nie die onafhanklike oudit geslaag het nie, alhoewel daar ŉ aantal kelders was wat nie die onafhanklike oudit geslaag het nie. Die probleemareas is dus op keldervlak en nie op plaasvlak nie. Die ouditstelsel is met inagneming hiervan ontwikkel. 

2.10
Wie kan help met navrae?

Kontak die IPW bestuurder, Daniël Schietekat, by 021 889 6555 of 082 859 4787 of daniel@ipw.co.za.

25/08/2009

JOINT, VOLUNTARY SEAL FOR WO and IPW

1
INTRODUCTION

The Wine and Spirit Board (Board) currently runs two certification systems: Wine of Origin (WO) and Integrated Production of Wine (IPW). For WO a certification seal has been in existence for many a year, but there is no seal for the much younger IPW system for sustainable, environmentally friendly production. After wide consultation it was decided to make an alternative seal, which covers both WO and IPW, available as from the 2010 harvest year. 

2
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

2.1
What is meant by a joint and voluntary seal?

The existing WO seal, which certifies origin, vintage year and cultivar, will still be available to producers who do not wish to make use of the new seal or who only comply with WO requirements and not IPW requirements. The new seal is an alternative seal, which will certify for both IPW and WO. This means that there will still only be one seal on a container, depending on which aspects are wished to be certified for – only WO (current seal) or both WO and IPW (new seal). For non-WO wine, which complies with IPW, the existing option of label indications remains. 

2.2
What does the new seal look like?

The new seal is very close to the same size as the existing WO seal en will also be issued by SAWIS on behalf of the Board. The new seal is currently being tested at bottling plants and will, bar possible small design adjustments, look as follows: 
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Wines of South Africa (WOSA) will intensively market the new seal and its rationale as part of “Brand South Africa”. Some other countries are also working on similar sustainability accreditations and are also introducing similar initiatives on a limited scale, but no country other than South Africa has the means to implement and certify this concept nationally. This is a great advantage for South Africa and a world first. South Africa will have a visual guarantee, not only for the integrity of origin and/or vintage year and/or cultivar, but also for sustainable production and traceability up to product level. The indicated web site (swsa = Sustainable Wine South Africa) will serve as a marketing instrument and as a portal to the different systems.

2.3
How does one qualify for the new seal?

To qualify for the new seal the following will have to be in place:

(c) Each link in the production chain must comply with the IPW guidelines and requirements. These guidelines apply to the farm, cellar and to bottlers. The new seal is linked to the application for authority to press grapes and is fully integrated with the Wine of Origin system. 

(d) The IPW information of all prospective users of the new seal must annually appear on the new electronic IPW data base. This data base will be available as from October 2009. Producers wishing to make use of the new seal must themselves load their 2010 information on the data base before the 2010 harvest. Producers will be informed as to when and how the information has to be loaded. The IPW office will load the 2009 producer information on the electronic data base. 

Producers must also take note that when grapes or wine are purchased from different cellars and when blends are made from wine from different tanks or farms, each link or production unit (farms from which all grapes have come as well as the cellars which made the wine, as well the cellar or bottling facility where it was bottled) must be IPW accredited for the new seal to be used. 

To be IPW accredited, farms, cellars and bottlers must be registered with IPW and all self evaluation forms for each applicable vintage year must be handed in. Annual compliance with IPW requirements will still be confirmed by the completion of self evaluation documents as well as independent audits on a spot check basis. The difference, however, is that the information must now be handed in electronically via the new IPW data base. This will mean that the information must be loaded on the data base earlier than 31 May as in the past to ensure that compliance with IPW can be verified before the seal can be issued. 

2.4
Will the existing Wine of Origin certification still carry on? 

Yes, the current way of WO certification will carry on as normal. Producers will, thus, still be able to certify their wine according to Wine of Origin even if they do not wish to make use of the new seal. 

2.5
From when may the new seal be used?

Only wines as from the 2010 vintage year will come into consideration for the new seal. If a producer uses wines of previous vintages to blend with 2010 wines and wishes to use the new seal, applications can be submitted to the Board on an ad-hoc basis.

2.6
How does one apply to acquire the new seal?

Members wishing to make use of the new seal must take note of the following:

(f) For use of the new seal all IPW members' 2009 as well as 2010 farm and cellar forms must be on the new IPW data base.

(g) It must already have been indicated on the application for authority to press grapes (BG1) that the new seal will be used. Thereafter seals will be requested from SAWIS in the same way as currently, with the difference that it will be indicated whether the existing or the new seal is needed.

(h) Producers and cellars must load their 2010 IPW self evaluation forms on the data base as soon as possible after the start of the season. The IPW forms must already be available on the IPW data base by the time when application is made for the seal.

(i) Take note that each link in the production chain (farm, cellar, bottling) must comply with the IPW guidelines to be able to use the new seal.

(j) Cellars buying grapes or wine from several places will have to ensure that the IPW forms of that producer or cellar are on the IPW data base and are also correct. 

2.7
When will the IPW certificates be issued?

The date for handing in of the self evaluation forms will be made earlier for purposes of the new seal. The self evaluation information of the farms and cellars concerned will have to be on the IPW data base before application is made to SAWIS to issue the seal. 

The new IPW data base will expedite the issue of certificates as the IPW information is keyed directly into the system and the IPW certificate is almost immediately generated by the system. SAWIS will also be able to electronically verify directly on the data base if the information on the data base is correct and whether the cellar and farms concerned comply with IPW. Thus, if someone do not wish to use the new seal or in cases where application is not made for WO certification, an IPW certificate will indeed be available to show that the farm, cellar or bottling facility concerned do comply with IPW requirements. 

2.8
What happens if a qualifying IPW participant starts using the new seal, but picks up a problem during an audit? 

Should someone at a later stage during an independent audit not pass, there will be a grace period of 6 months (or longer in meritorious cases as approved by the Board) during which time the member must address the problem areas. During a further independent audit (at own costs) the farm or cellar will have to prove that the faults were rectified. During the grace period the new seal may still be used.

If the problem areas are not corrected, IPW and consequently the joint seal's certification will be suspended until the problem is addressed. From that point on wine not carrying a seal, will only be able to receive the existing WO seal, but stock already carrying the new seal will not be affected.

In most cases IPW certificates will still be issued on the strength of self evaluation, but as the information will now be more transparent on IPW's web site as well as with the new seal, it will be much more visible if someone should not pass. This emphasises that it will be the responsibility of members to ensure that they comply with the requirements and load the IPW information on the data base in time. All existing IPW cellar members have up to date undergone independent audits whilst new cellar members will in future first have to pass an independent audit before the first certification. 

2.9
Will the credibility of the IPW system be able to be questioned as a result of the amount of audits currently done – or not done? Are self audits still necessary? 

Like New Zealand we use a recognised self audit system combined with independent audits on a random spot check basis. Since the 2009 harvest year all new members joining IPW must first complete and pass the self audit and thereafter undergo and pass an independent audit before an IPW certificate is issued. 

End 2009 all cellars and farms not yet audited up to date will have been audited at least once. With all new members also having to have undergone an independent audit from 2009, it means that no cellar will be IPW certified if not already having undergone an audit. As a result of the large number it will, however, not be the case with farm members. Obviously cellars themselves will ensure that their farms comply as they carry the risk in the case of, for example, illegal residues or suspension of certification because of an unsuccessful farm audit. 

In the case of producers' cellars and in cases where grapes are acquired from several farms, internal controllers are officially appointed. This gives an extra level of assurance, the quality whereof can be determined by independent, random spot check audits of a few of the farms concerned. 

Up to date none of the farms have not passed the independent audit, although there were a number of cellars not passing the independent audit. Thus, the problem areas are on cellar level and not on farm level. This was taken into account in the development of the audit system. 

2.10
Who can help with queries?

Contact the IPW manager, Daniël Schietekat, at 021 889 6555 or 082 859 4787 or daniel@ipw.co.za.
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