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                           ALERT

HEALTH WARNINGS ON LABELS
Via the media and other sources you are probably well aware of the Minister of Health's regulations in above-mentioned regard, to come into operation on the 24th of February 2009. A copy thereof is attached hereto for your information.
However, please bear in mind that on 11 August 2007 the Minister concerned intimated that these regulations were to be published for public comment. Thus, it might be an administrative error that the regulations were not published for comments and representations or the intention is that the long period before the regulations come into operation is meant for such comments. Whatever the case, the final regulations, if any, could differ from what they look like at present.
The board has asked the Department concerned for clarification and, again, for urgent discussions in this regard. 
In the light of above, you are advised not to redesign or change your labels at this stage. If the regulations are either withdrawn or amended, this could be a costly exercise for you. We will keep you abreast of any further developments in this regard.
We have also been informed that the industry is to solicit a formal legal opinion regarding the said regulations, also looking at practical problems as to labelled stock, dry stock, bag-in-the-box products, small packagings, wording of the warnings, etcetera. If you have any such practical aspect, which you wish to be addressed, kindly forward same to writer via the email address below.
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ANDRÉ MATTHEE

DIRECTOR: REGULATORY SERVICES

WINE AND SPIRIT BOARD

Tel: 022 423 8692  Fax: 021 807 6003  Email: matthee@wo.org.za
Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information.
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