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1. INTRODUCTION

On 1 January 2016, the de-regulation of plant-
ing rights came into play in the European 
Union (EU) and this has raised a number of 
discussion points.1 Despite its importance and 
its long existence, the literature on planting 
rights is relatively limited. There exist a few 
insightful reports discussing the effects of lib-
eralization. With the phasing in of new regula-
tions, it is perhaps opportune to look at the 
history of the change and to possible out-
comes of the changing industry.

2. BACKGROUND

Wine legislation in both the Old and New Wine 
Worlds regulate various aspects of production 
and sales of wine. The purpose of wine laws 
includes procedures of viticulture. The laws 
and their relative rigidity differ for New World 
and Old World wines. Old World wines tend to 
have more stringent regulations than New 
World wines. Various wine laws may include 
appellation-based regulations that cover 
boundaries as well as permitted grape variet-
ies and winemaking practice. In some New 
World wine regions, such as the US and 
Australia, the wine laws of the appellation 
systems (American Viticultural Area – AVA and 
Australian Geographical Indication – GIs) only 
pertain to boundary specifics and guarantee 
that a certain percentage of grapes come from 
the area listed on the wine label. It is much the 
same in South Africa. Vine planting regulations 
are usually introduced during periods of low or 
expected low prices in order to protect the 
incomes of existing producers at the expense 
of newcomers.

As of 1 January 2016, there is a new regula-
tory framework for vine planting in the EU. This 
system includes a general safeguard mecha-
nism, which is measured in terms of percent 
of growth of the planted vine area for each 
Member State (MS) and translated into hect-
ares. The establishment of a relatively low 
percentage level of growth would give the MS 
the flexibility to increase the plantings, while a 
relatively high percentage would likely encour-
age MS to decrease the plantings. Contrary to 
popular press reports, producers are not now 
free to plant vines wherever they want. Until 
2030 there is a ‘relaxation’ of planting rights, 
but within strict limits. Vineyard surface area 
can only increase 1% per annum, which 
means France will have the potential for plant-
ing another 8 000 hectares in 2016 and about 
34 000 hectares in total for the EU Member 
States.

3. PLANTING RIGHTS AND  
REGULATIONS: THE OLD AND 
NEW WINE WORLDS

The system of planting rights was first intro-
duced in 1976 and until the beginning of 2016 
EU vine growers could not plant a new vine-
yard in the EU without buying an established 
vineyard and clearing it and then transferring 
the planting rights or buy the planting rights 
when someone else has ripped out their vines 
(grubbing-up).

While New World wine producing markets like 
South Africa, Australia, Chile and New Zealand 
do have wine regulations, they are much dif-
ferent than the regulations imposed upon their 
Old World counterparts. Planting rights New 
World regulations are more relaxed, and wine-
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Table 1: Summary of wine regulations in new world countries2

Country Regulations

Argentina • No regulatory body
• Highly unregulated despite producer attempts
• The only real regulation governs labels, where wines that carry a grape 

variety on their label must be made from at least 80% of that grape variety

Australia • Regulations enforced via the Australian Grape and Wine Authority
• When using a state, zone, region, or sub-region on a label, 85% of the 

wine must be from the stated place
• If a grape variety is stated on the label, 85% of the wine must consist of 

that grape
• If a vintage is stated on the label, 85% of the wine must come from that 

vintage
• When blending grapes, if two or three grapes make up at least 85% of the 

wine, each of the grapes that make up 20% or more of the wine must be 
stated. If four or five grape varieties are used, and each makes up at least 
5% of the wine, each of these grapes must be stated. Additionally, the 
grapes must be stated in the order of importance, such as Cabernet-
Merlot when the wine contains more Cabernet Sauvignon than Merlot

Canada • Few wine regulations
• Vintner’s Quality Alliance (VQA) enacted many regulations similar to the 

French AOC, such as defined appellation boundaries, accepted grape 
varietals, and vineyard and winemaking practices

• VQA participation is voluntary

Chile • A joint association including the Servicio Agricola Ganadero, the Ministerio 
de Agricultura and Chilean wineries established Chile’s first set of wine 
regulations

• Established boundaries for regions, sub-regions and appellations, as well 
as wine label regulations

• If a wine label carries the name of a place, such as a region, sub-region 
or appellation, 75% of the grapes must come from that place

• When a wine label carries the name of a grape variety, the wine must be 
made from at least 75% of that grape variety

• If a wine label carries a vintage, 75% of the wine must come from that 
vintage

makers have a creative license for tailoring the 
wine in nearly any manner they choose (see 
table 1). It is known that in New World wine 
regions, no such rights and regulations exist 
and anyone can plant vines. If they make great 

wine and can sell it they made it; conversely if 
wine was less than good and did not sell, the 
producer would fail. This status quo keeps the 
wine industry in New World countries lean and 
competitive.
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New Zealand • New Zealand Food Safety Authority
• If a wine label carries the name of a place, such as a region, sub-region 

or appellation, 75% of the grapes must come from that place
• If two grapes are named on the label, the grapes must be stated in the 

order of importance, such as Cabernet-Merlot when the wine contains 
more Cabernet Sauvignon than Merlot

• In New Zealand, when a wine label carries the name of a grape variety, 
the wine must be made from at least 75% of that grape variety. When 
the wine is exported to the EU or the United States and the wine label 
carries the name of a grape variety, the wine must be made from at least 
85% of that grape variety

South Africa • South Africa has the Wine of Origin Scheme (WO), ranging from large 
geographical areas down to what are called wards and wine estates

• The smallest official unit of classification is the ward
• Next up in terms of size is the district. Stellenbosch, for example, is a 

WO district containing several wards
• Next is the region e.g. the Coastal Region WO
• Finally, one level up from the region is the geographical unit of which 

there are currently 5 in South Africa – the Western Cape, the Northern 
Cape, Eastern Cape, Kwazulu-Natal and Limpopo. The Coastal Region 
for example is part of the Western Cape3

• To use any of these classifications on the wine label, 100% of the grapes 
must be grown within the corresponding WO

US • The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms established American 
Viticultural Areas, or AVAs, to define growing regions distinguished by 
geographical and terroir features. There are over 140 AVAs Appellation 
d'Origine Contrôlée (AOC) American AVA laws only establish growing 
area boundaries and do not govern which varietals can be grown or 
vineyard and winemaking practices

• If a wine label carries the name of an AVA, 85% of the grapes must 
come from that AVA

• If a wine label carries the name of a county, 75% of the grapes must 
come from that county

• If a wine label carries the name of a state, 75% of the grapes must come 
from that state. Some states vary on this law, such as California, where 
100% of the grapes must come from California to carry the state’s name 
on the label

• When a wine label carries a vintage, 95% of the grapes must be grown 
during the stated year

• When a wine label carries the name of a grape variety, the wine must be 
made from at least 75% of that grape variety
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In contrast, Old World wine producers espe-
cially in the EU had to until the present follow 
strict rules governing the types of grapes 
used in their wines and vineyard and wine-
making practices. That changed to a degree 
with the new regulations being instituted on  
1 January 2016.

The results of the Old World strategy were that 
acreage under vine in Europe has declined, 
while the New World has kept growing. In 
France the regulation has worked; in other 
EU’s wine regions, it is not a strategy that has 
been effective because it is essentially protec-
tionist, and it fosters and shelters mediocrity. 
Too many European winegrowers feel they are 
owed a living and it cultivated a degree of 
acceptance and survival of mediocracy.

4. REVIEW OF REGULATORY 
CHANGE

The new regulations phased in 2016 are the 
result of eight years of tough negotiations and 
are a more liberalised version of the original 
proposals. The long process to change was 
mainly motivated by concerns about the dan-
gers of over-production. The argument was 

that if there is a surplus, then the price will go 
down. In order to maintain higher prices they 
tried to match demand and supply delicately 
and ensuring that there is no more wine avail-
able than the market can absorb. A good 
example of this strategy working well was in 
Champagne, and where the non-vintage 
model helped. Producers’ wine entering the 
marketplace was well monitored and they 
would rather store surplus than damage price 
by over-supply.

Work on change in planting rights began in 
earnest in 2008 and culminated in the phasing 
in of the latest changes. Prior to the latest 
changes, the EU prohibited any new plantings 
until 31 December 2015. Replanting was 
allowed only to renew or replace areas where 
producers voluntarily pull up the vines. Twelve 
of the largest wine producing countries lob-
bied the European Commission (EC) to keep 
a planting regime. In January 2012, a High 
Level Group on Vine Planting Rights (HLG) 
was formed to look into this request, which 
would allow planting rights to be kept after 
2015. The HLG presented its conclusions, 
which included a recommendation to maintain 
a regulatory framework for wine planting in the 
EU for all categories of wine and a system of 
authorisations for 21 new vine plantings appli-
cable to all categories, which would be man-
aged by the Member States.4 It is interesting 
to note that as recently as 2012, the European 
Commission has fined Greece, Italy and Spain 
considerable sums for illegally planted vine-
yards.

This led to the reforming in April 2008, of the 
Common Market Organisation (CMO) for wine. 
The reform aimed to reduce overproduction, 
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phase-out expensive market intervention mea-
sures, and make EU wine more competitive on 
the world market. To reach these goals, the 
European Commission began in 2008 with a 
number of different measures, including: grub-
bing-up; issuing planting rights; abolishing 
crises distillation; re-evaluating enrichment 
practices and labeling rules; and offering more 
flexibility on oenological practices.

Since the introduction of the CMO the wine 
market developed considerably but as of late 
there has been a continuous decline and a 
noticeable qualitative change in demand from 
the 1980s. The CMO reforms proved insuffi-
cient to reduce wine surpluses. In December 
2013, the European Parliament and the 
European Council adopted further reform that 
harmonises, streamlines and simplifies the 
provisions of the CAP (Common Agricultural 
Policy, the EU’s agricultural subsidy system). 
For the wine sector, it mostly renews the mea-
sures and approaches initiated during the 
2008 wine reform. The reform adopted by the 
EU in 2013 aimed at harmonising, streamlining 
and simplifying the provisions of the CAP 
adopted in the course of the previous reforms. 
The CAP reform adopted in December 2013 
by the European Parliament and the Council 
of Ministers mostly renews the measures and 
approaches initiated during the 2008 wine 
reform. Innovations were introduced aimed at 
the development of new products, processes 
and technologies concerning the wine prod-
ucts. It also extended the restructuring and 
conversion of vineyards to replanting of vine-
yards where that is necessary following man-
datory grubbing up for health or phytosanitary 
reasons

In turn this led to the planting rights system 
having been replaced by a dynamic planting-
authorisation management mechanism in 
2016. In order to ensure an orderly growth of 
vine plantings during the period between 2016 
and 2030, a new system for the management 
of vine plantings was established at EU level, 
in the form of a scheme of authorisations for 
vine plantings based on the outcome of the 
HLG.

5. ISSUES INFORMING THE 
CHANGE

While the EU promoted a policy that main-
tained the status quo, the New World cut free 
of regulation, and with no alternative than to 
be commercially successful and relevant or 
die, began to grow market share that used to 
belong to Europe; this despite Europe’s his-
tory of fine wine and terroirs for growing top 
quality wine grapes. Although fine wines are 
still doing well, it is at the commercial end that 
the results are a mixed bag. Even within indi-
vidual regions, there is often a big discrepancy 
between the fortunes of the top producers and 
those at the bottom. The latest reforms were 
mainly motivated by the following concerns:

• Needing to make EU wine producers even 
more competitive

• Enhacing the reputation of European wines 
and regaining market share both in the EU 
and outside

• Making market-management rules simpler, 
clearer and more effective

• Achieving a better balance between supply 
and demand
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• Preserving the best traditions of European 
wine growing and boosting its social and 
environmental role in rural areas

The following facts are notable:

• The EU is producing around 60% of world 
production of wine. Each type of wine even 
produced within the same area has specific 
particularities meaning it is not commodi-
tised. The quality and price of a same wine 
produced in another year can differ from the 
one produced this year. Appreciation and 
consumption of wine also depends of cul-
tural aspects and is also bound to trends.

• Significant production fluctuations have an 
important impact on the price levels. High 
availabilities result in low prices and reduced 
income. Shortage of wine leads with higher 
prices to lower export opportunities, result-
ing in a loss of market shares in key world 
markets. In order to facilitate market stabil-
ity, efforts are being made in supporting 
promotion actions, investments like irriga-
tion systems or production and/or storage 
facilities and harvest insurance support.

• Several regions, mainly in the South of 
Europe, depend on the direct and indirect 
economic activity linked to winemaking and 
the commercialisation of wine.

• Even with a stable production potential, 
European wine production varies from year 
to year (Yields +20% / -20%) highly influ-
enced by weather conditions and/or sani-
tary conditions of the vines. Wine producers 
are also able to increase or decrease the 
wine production depending on the market 
situation forecasts.

• Export of wine yearly contributes with more 
than 6 billion euro to a positive effect of the 
EU trade balance. Five main destinations 
(US, Switzerland, Japan, Canada, China-
Hong Kong) account in value for up 70% of 
all wines exported outside EU.

• Imports of wines from outside EU account 
up to 10% of all wines consumed in the EU.

• EU wine producers must become more 
competitive – enhancing the reputation of 
European wines and regaining market share 
both in the EU and outside.

• Making the market-management rules sim-
pler, clearer and more effective to achieve  
a better balance between supply and 
demand.

• Preserving the best traditions of European 
wine growing and boosting its social and 
environmental role in rural areas.

• EU wine-growing areas decreased signifi-
cantly in the last decade (~-12% in Old MS 
and New MS).

The European Union is the 
world leading producer of wine. 

Between 2009 and 2014, the 
average annual production was 

167 million hectolitres. It 
accounts for 45% of world 

wine-growing areas, 65% of 
production, 57% of global con-
sumption and 70% of exports in 

global terms. (Source: EU)
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• Decrease in past 3 years was more pro-
nounced than the area grubbed-up with 
premium (41% of the reduction goes 
beyond subsidized grub-up)

• 300 000 ha of planting rights are currently 
unused across the EU (8.3% of total pro-
duction potential)

• France, Italy, and Spain are the largest EU 
wine producing countries, representing  
81 percent of total output, followed by 
Germany, Portugal, Romania, Greece, 
Hungary, and Austria. Wine is an important 
sector also in Bulgaria, Croatia, and 
Slovenia.

Table 2: Wine production* trend in the EU-28 (Million litres)

2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015

France 4.136 4.149 4.650

Italy 4.412 5.243 4.442

Spain 3.560 5.355 4.161

Germany 900 838 930

Portugal 630 624 589

Romania 410 520 370

Greece 311 334 290

Other EU-28 701 990 853

EU-28 15.060 18.053 16.285

Source: FAS Europe Offices

*Volume of product removed from fermenters after the first natural fermentation of the must of fresh grapes 
(juices and other musts excluded)

6. ACREAGE UNDER VINES

EU-28 vine-growing area has been declining 
over the past years due to shrinking margins 
and the implementation of the new CMO 
grubbing-up scheme.5 The grubbing-up 
scheme involved voluntary withdrawal from 
vine growing. Among the major EU wine pro-
ducing countries, notable decreases occurred 
in Spain (-22.3 percent) and Italy (-15 per-
cent), while increases were registered in 
France (+12 percent) and Germany (+11 
percent).

Subsidies were decreased over three years 
(2009-2011) to reduce production of uncom-
petitive wines and cut surpluses. Producers 
were compensated for alternatives. According 
to the EC, 175,000 hectares (Ha) were taken 
out of production between 2009 and 2011, 
the last year of the program. However, since 
then, the decline rate of EU vineyards has 
slowed significantly (-19,000 Ha from 2012 to 
2013 compared to -54,000 Ha from 2011 to 
2012), with the area stabilizing at 3,481,000 
hectares in 2013.
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Figure 1: European vineyards area trend

While acreages have been declining in the EU, each 
year globally there are more regions producing wine. 
The Gobi Desert in China is a surprise wine region. 
With very little rain a year, vineyards must get water 
from the nearby Yellow River. Despite the lack of 
water, the greatest challenge in the Gobi Desert is 
surviving the winter. Farmers must bury vines under-
ground to protect them from deep freeze. Because 
of the desolate conditions, the vineyards don’t suffer 
from disease or rot, making it easy for wineries like 
Chateau Hansen to produce organic Chinese wines.

Although emerging wine regions are intriguing, but it 
is true that there are still just 10 countries producing 
80% of the wine while the increased popularity of 
wine has resulted in significant price increased of the 
world’s finest wines. After all, the best vineyards in 
the world are limited in size, and often, the laws of a 
particular country and production will go up or down 

*Forecast source: OIV
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depending on climatic conditions. The actual 
acreage under vine in any famous appellation 
for most famous estates is fixed, and produc-
tion does not vary dramatically. However, the 
demand for great wines like Latour has grown 
exponentially. Today, the marketplace is 
Europe, South America, and Central America 
and the emerging giants in the fine-wine mar-
ket: China, Japan, South Korea and the rest 
of Southeast Asia. It does not take much of 
an increased demand to strain allocations for 
a property that only produces 18,000 cases 
of wine. This applies equally to even smaller 
estates and small boutique operations in the 
New World. The supply is limited, but the 
demand continues to grow, almost insatiably, 
seemingly resistant to higher prices or eco-
nomic downturns. In short, there is simply too 
much discretionary wealth in the world, and 
too much demand for the world’s best wines, 
to cause prices to drop.

Agreeing Views

Removing the restrictions required an upheav-
al in the balance of politics. It helps if the 
market equilibrium price is high, either 
because of favourable demand conditions or 
because of a reduction in supply capacity for 
whatever reason. The forces in favour of the 
status quo are clearly very powerful and are 
persistent. It should however be noted that 
significant restrictions stay in place until 
2030.6

Many in the EU wine business have wel-
comed the change because they think it will 
bring in new ideas and foster the development 
of new brands for the international market. 
The Association of Winegrowers Gathered 

Francs (winemakers Suresnes and Paris), said 
change is long overdue. Indeed, new wine 
producing areas like Brittany will emerge. 
Close to the border with Belgium and Calais, 
one vineyard already exists. It was planted a 
few years ago on the side of one of the 
region's famous "terrils" – or slag-heaps from 
the mining industry. Local enthusiasts 
guessed that the slope, the drainage and the 
southerly aspect were all ideal and they were 
right. The vineyard makes a decent chardon-
nay, which is known as Charbonnay (a play on 
"charbon", meaning coal). There was no 
appellation, so selling the Charbonnay was 
illegal. In theory that should now change as 
the Pas-de-Calais becomes one of France's 
new oenological terroirs. Under the new rules, 
French regions such as Picardie or the Ile de 
France around Paris can legally bottle and sell 
wine commercially, whereas previously any 
wine produced in these zones could only be 
for personal consumption.

Dissenting Views

Although apparently less restrictive than the 
regime it replaces, provisions in the EC’s del-

Figure 2: Slag heap
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egated and implementing regulations could 
make the new regime even more restrictive 
than the old regime it replaces. This opinion is 
however not shared by the Champagne wine-
growers and the Ardennes, who fear that 
some wines might start upstaging their 
famous champagne. Dissenters say that the 
reforms provide a foot in the door for low-
quality producers, who will end up tainting the 
reputation of the wine industry as a whole. In 
the Champagne area around Reims, some 
growers say it will mean vines will be planted 
on unsuitable land and that the traditional 
French notion of "terroir" will die. Cham-
pagne’s producers say the changes spell the 
end of the AOC system and that anyone 
anywhere will be able to make pseudo-cham-
pagne, either here or anywhere else. Of 
course with Champagne continuing to exer-
cise strict control over the planting of new 
vines, these fears are unfounded. Some tra-
ditional growers are also concerned that their 
protected vintages will be lost in a sea of 

“homogenised plonk.”7 Most notably it is once 
again the champagne producers that most 
vociferously voiced their opposition. Up till 
now the basic premise was that all new vine-
yards were prohibited, and special dispensa-
tion was required in order to plant. Now the 
reverse applies. Now vine-planting is assumed 
to be legal unless a good reason can be 
found to stop it.

7. BUILT-IN SAFEGUARDS

• Intense lobbying from EU Member States 
and winemakers have seen the introduction 
of so-called ‘safeguards’.

• New plantings cannot exceed 1% of the 
MS’s existing vineyard area. For France, 
that means around 8,000 additional hect-
ares in 2016. These new vines can be 
anywhere in the country and they can be for 
the production of a new wine "appellation" 
or labelled to be called VSIG. In France, 
under the new rules, the three levels for 
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labelling wine will be AOC/AOP (appellation 
controllée), IGP (indication géographique 
protégée) and VSIG (vins sans indication 
géographique, replacing the former table 
wine category). Winemakers in all three 
levels can apply for planting authorisations

• MS have the power to limit vineyard growth 
in certain areas.

• The new regulations set up the potential for 
bigger changes in the future; it is still impor-
tant to ensure that vines will not be planted 
in unsuitable areas, and to protect the qual-
ity image of French wine.

• The changes are being brought in for a 
transition period that lasts until 2030, where 
all terms previously allowed on wine labels 
will still be permitted.

It is clear from the literature that as with any 
policy reform, the end of planting rights creates 
both winners and losers. Among the winners 
are consumers, who benefit from larger sup-
plies of wine at lower prices. Owners of land 
other than vineyards also gain, because of the 
increase in land prices. New entrants into the 
sector will also win because they will have the 
opportunity of planting vineyards while they 
were unable to do so before the liberalisation. 
The losers are the original vineyard owners, as 
the total value of their vineyards decreases and 
additionally they face lower prices for their 
wines. Studies have shown that a region will 
experience large negative effects from liberali-
sation if the area under vines is currently far 
below the “laissez-faire” equilibrium, if supply 
can be easily expanded, and if demand is not 
flexible so that an increase in supply leads to a 
strong decline in prices.
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8. CONCLUSION

Regulation of planting rights in the EU 
changed since the beginning of 2016 as 
a first small step towards liberalisation. 
On the spectrum of regulation however it 
is still on a one point of the continuum 
with the New World on the opposite 
point. It will also not necessarily lead to 
enhanced competitiveness and with 
restrictions set to remain in place at least 
until 2030 it will take some time for the EU 
wine producing countries to become 
more competitive. Staying in business 
while performing badly and producing 
mediocre wines is often the enemy of 
making wines that people enjoy and want 
to buy. That is the real future for the EU 
wine sector. Those innovative producers 
who want to and have the capital to plant 
new vineyards and who are lucky enough 
to get planting rights can be innovative. 
Scattered throughout France and other 
EU countries are some excellent vineyard 
sites that never got replanted after phyl-
loxera, or which are now viable because 
of global warming. Given global warming 
and modern winemaking techniques, it 
will be possible to produce good wine 
anywhere in France (and elsewhere). The 
notion of appellation has lost its appeal; 

consumers seek truth in the bottle and if 
the wine is good, it does not matter 
where it comes from.

Ultimately, these first tiny steps in liberali-
sation of the wine market in the EU are to 
be welcomed although it will take time 
before there will be a difference in prac-
tice. Some industry analysts even ask the 
question whether it would rather take 
measures “equal to the strength of the 
French Revolution”8 to effect real liberali-
sation.9 From a New World wine industry 
perspective a degree of regulation of 
planting rights might be conducive to 
establishing strong national branding e.g. 
South Africa as a chenin blanc producer 
of note or Germany as a producer of 
excellent Gewürtstraminer, France as a 
Bordeaux blend producers and New 
Zealand as a sauvignon blanc producer. 
Over regulation in the EU has led to the 
wine industry becoming increasingly 
uncompetitive and it is clear that the 
regulatory changes were not voluntary 
but that the establishment was forced to 
change. It will be interesting to watch how 
the small relaxation of EU planting rules 
will enhance competitiveness if at all.
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1 In 2008, as part of the CAP Health Check, the Agricultural Council agreed to eliminate restrictions on the plant-
ing of new vines, albeit cautiously and over a period up to 2015, with the possibility for individual member states 
to extend this to 2018. Planting limitations have been a part of the CAP since the early 1960s, and there has 
been a total ban on new plantings of table wines since 1976 which was expanded to include quality wines in 
1984.

2 http://www.winegeeks.com/articles/107

3 http://www.sawis.co.za/cert/download/wineoforigin2012.pdf

4 http://www.wineanorak.com/wineblog/uncategorized/on-the-relaxation-of-planting-rights-in-the-european-
union

5 Grubbing up was when grape growers received a financial incentive to voluntarily pull up their grape vines. This 
measure, which was aimed at rapidly reducing wine production, was available for three years (2008/2009-
2010/2011). During all three years the scheme was substantially oversubscribed. The reasons for the oversub-
scription of the grubbing-up program were low wine prices, labour intensive practices, and financial difficulties.

6 Meloni, G and Swinnen, J. 2015. L’Histoire se répète (History Repeats Itself) Discussion Paper 367/2015. 
This paper complements these authors’ article The Political Economy of European Wine Regulations (Journal 
of Wine Economics, Volume 8, Number 3, 2013, Pages 244-284) which provides an account of the EU wine 
regime up to the 2013 reform. The 2013 reform apparently cements the restrictive regime in place until 2030. 
The authors conclude their paper by asking what would make liberalisation of the EU system of planting rights/
authorisations possible, and whether it might need a new French Revolution.

7 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35204500

8 Meloni, G and Swinnen, J. 2015. L’Histoire se répète (History Repeats Itself) Discussion Paper 367/2015

9 Meloni, G and Swinnen, J. 2015. L’Histoire se répète (History Repeats Itself) Discussion Paper 367/2015
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