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Statistics i.r.o. South African wine grape vineyards over the past 10 years (2008 ð 2018)  
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1 Overview  

Total hectares for 2018 stand at 93 021 ha compared to 94 545 ha in 2017. This represents a decrease of    
1 524 ha. Since 2008 a steady decrease totaling 8 291 ha. 

Varieties remained relatively constant (Table 1). Chenin blanc and Colombar remain overall the most 
planted white varieties, followed by Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz as the most planted red varieties.  

For the period 2008 to 2018 the vineyard area as a percentage of the total area increased in Breedekloof, 
Worcester & Robertson regions, while decreasing in the Paarl, Northern Cape, Little Karoo and 
Stellenbosch regions (Table 2). Over the past 10 years there was no significant change in the hectare 
percentage white and red wine grapes in the various regions (Figure 4). 

The largest net negative change in red wine varieties occurred in the Stellenbosch and Paarl regions. 

About 32% of white varieties are older than 20 years, while 43% of red varieties are between 16 and 20 
years. Northern Cape, Olifants River, Swartland, Paarl and Stellenbosch regions have the oldest white 
varieties. The highest age percentage of red varieties occurs in the Olifants River, Swartland, Paarl and 
Stellenbosch region. 

Regarding individual wine grape varieties, Chenin blanc represented 18.6% of the total wine surface in 
2008, Colombar 11.7%, Cabernet Sauvignon 12.5%, Pinotage 6.0%, Chardonnay 8.1%, Shiraz 9.8%, Sauvignon 
blanc 9.0%, Merlot 6.5% followed by the varieties detailed in Table 4. In 2018 Chenin blanc decreased to 
18.5%. Sauvignon blanc, Pinotage and Pinot Noir increased over this period. 

Figure 8 and Table 5 gives an overview of the situation with regard to replacement and age distribution. 
Notwithstanding this picture and under normal climatic conditions, the industry is able to produce large to 
record crops through improved and adjusted viticultural practices.  

Ramsey is the only rootstock showing an upward planting trend in most regions, especially in Breedekloof, 
Olifants River, Robertson and Worcester regions. 

Figure 1: Total surface planted to wine grape vineyards in the industry  
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Table 1: Plantings of selected wine grape varieties for 2008 and 2018 

NO VARIETY 2008 2018 NO VARIETY 2008 2018

1 CHENIN BLANC    18 852,43 17 241,9254 MARSANNE 0,00 22,14

2 COLOMBAR        11 876,85 10 820,9155 WINEGRAPE VARIETY 16,58 16,38

3 CABERNET SAUVIGNON 12 697,46 10 232,5056 CHAMBOURCIN              0,00 15,39

4 SAUVIGNON BLANC  9 155,22 9 533,2557 MEUNIER 6,27 14,98

5 SHIRAZ (SYRAH) 9 906,77 9 497,1358 HARSLEVELU      74,56 13,49

6 PINOTAGE 6 088,13 6 790,9659 TINTA AMARELLA 23,33 13,42

7 CHARDONNAY      8 255,37 6 660,7060 GRASA DE COTNARI 0,00 13,17

8 MERLOT 6 613,82 5 410,8661 RAISIN BLANC    94,73 13,07

9 RUBY CABERNET 2 380,97 2 100,8962 VILLARD NOIR 0,00 11,81

10 CINSAUT 2 241,39 1 713,1463 GRACIANO 0,00 10,96

11 MUSCAT D'ALEXANDRIE 2 345,79 1 664,7264 PORT VARIETY 3,13 10,46

12 PINOT NOIR 727,04 1 175,7065 VIDAL BLANC     0,00 10,27

13 SEMILLON        1 162,09 1 064,0166 GRUNER VELTLINER 0,00 8,61

14 MUSCAT BLANC 668,13 824,8467 CARMENERE 0,00 8,56

15 CABERNET FRANC 978,94 798,1168 PINOT BLANC     20,20 8,48

16 VIOGNIER        859,10 765,5769 FLORA 0,00 8,00

17 PETIT VERDOT 634,31 739,7370 MUSCAT OTTONEL  14,78 7,90

18 MALBEC 450,14 493,9571 GAMAY NOIR 19,08 7,73

19 MATARO (MOURVEDRE) 358,81 476,1972 VERMENTINO 0,00 7,43

20 NOUVELLE        373,09 422,5673 KANAAN          33,16 6,08

21 MUSCADEL (RED) 335,86 397,9774 ALICANTE BOUSCHET 13,05 5,91

22 GRENACHE (RED) 144,03 391,3575 HANEPOOT (RED) 3,37 4,12

23 PINOT GRIS      156,90 384,6176 VIURA      0,20 3,88

24 VILLARD BLANC   102,48 289,0377 MARSELAN       0,00 3,44

25 ROOBERNET 140,62 277,4178 TAMIOSA ROMANEAS 0,00 3,10

26 CROUCHEN  (CAPE RIESLING)       894,62 219,7379 AGIORGITIKO 0,00 2,49

27 TINTA BAROCCA 261,04 190,7880 PEDRO LUIS      3,70 2,26

28 DURIF 13,69 181,4981 BOURBOULENC     2,20 2,20

29 CLAIRETTE BLANCHE 327,69 173,8282 GRAND NOIR 0,00 2,15

30 UGNI BLANC      67,78 155,2883 COLOMINO        4,58 2,10

31 WEISSER RIESLING  214,91 140,1984 WELDRA          15,45 1,99

32 GRENACHE BLANC  46,21 125,8385 NERO D'AVOLA (CALABRESE) 0,00 1,95

33 CARIGNAN 79,39 117,6086 PETIT MANSENG 0,00 1,81

34 PALOMINO (WHITE FRENCH)      381,48 116,9087 TOURIGA FRANCA 3,46 1,79

35 TANNAT 48,79 108,0088 GRENACHE (GRIS) 3,23 1,56

36 TOURIGA NACIONAL 86,97 104,6389 CINSAUT GRIS 0,00 1,50

37 TEMPRANILLO 11,42 101,8590 TINTA FRANCISCA 1,89 1,39

38 GEWURZTRAMINER  122,26 92,4391 ARINARNOA 0,00 1,23

39 MORIO MUSCAT    25,83 82,8792 SYLVANER        1,09 1,09

40 ROUSSANNE       28,25 81,6693 GRACHEN    2,51 0,89

41 VERDELHO        22,02 78,7194 RIESLING TROLL  0,00 0,81

42 SANGIOVESE 63,45 72,1095 BEOGRADSKA CRNA 0,00 0,78

43 IRSAY OLIVIER 0,00 57,3996 SEYVAL BLANC    0,00 0,75

44 THERONA         103,01 55,2997 PONTAK 4,18 0,65

45 FERNAO PIRES    165,28 53,2398 CINSAUT BLANC   7,49 0,20

46 BUKETTRAUBE     87,85 45,2699 PIQUEPOUL BLANC 0,00 0,19

47 SOUZAO 38,45 42,29100 CORNIFESTO 1,54 0,17

48 EMERALD RIESLING  138,77 39,85101 VERMINTINO NERO 0,00 0,15

49 BARBERA 48,96 33,96102 COUNOISE 0,00 0,12

50 CHENEL          100,80 31,84103 BASTARDO DO CASTELLO 0,03 0,03

51 ZINFANDEL 33,05 24,49104 KERNER       2,13 0,00

52 ALVARINHO/ALBARI 0,00 23,35105 SCHONBURGER  0,32 0,00

53 NEBBIOLO 17,87 22,94 TOTAL 101 311,82 93 020,80
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Table 2: Distribution of wine grape vineyards (red & white) per wine region as a percentage (%) 
and hectares of the total SA wine grape vineyards surface (2008 - 2018) 

Figure 3: Distribution of wine grape vineyards as a percentage (%) per wine region (2008 and 2018) 

Figure 2: Total area per wine region (2008 - 2018) 
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Stellenbosch 17%  17 111  16%  15 062  

Paarl 17%  16 886  16%  14 766  

Robertson 13%  13 436  14%  12 790  

Swartland 14%  14 594  14%  12 850  

Breedekloof 12%  12 328  14%  12 604  

Olifants River 10%  9 995  10%  9 694  

Worcester 6%  6 432  7%  6 505  

Northern Cape 5%  5 029  4%  3 851  

Little Karoo 3%  2 958  2%  2 266  

Cape South Coast 3%  2 543  3%  2 632  

Total 100%    101 312   100%    93 021   
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Table 3: Red and white wine grape vineyard distribution per wine region as a percentage (%) of 

Figure 4: Percentage (%) white and red wine grape vineyard  hectares per wine region (2018) 

Figure 5: Percentage (%) white and red wine grape vineyard hectares (2008 - 2018) 
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Table 4: Surface i.r.o. most planted varieties in the industry (2008 and 2018) 

Figure 6: Surface i.r.o. most planted red varieties in the industry (2008 - 2018) 

Figure 7: Surface i.r.o. most planted white varieties in the industry (2008 - 2018) 
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