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BACKGROUND 

France is a unitary semi-presidential republic in Western Europe with several overseas 

territories and islands located on other continents and in the Indian, Pacific, and Atlantic oceans. 

 

 

Geography: France possesses a wide variety of landscapes, from coastal plains in the north and 

west to mountain ranges of the Alps in the south-east, the Massif Central in the south-central 

and Pyrenees in the south-west. France's total land area, with its overseas departments and 

territories (excluding Adélie Land), is 674,843 km
2
 (260,558 sq mi), 0.45% of the total land area 

on Earth. 

The north and northwest have a temperate climate, while a combination of maritime influences, 

latitude and altitude produce a varied climate in the rest of Metropolitan France.
[70]

 In the 

south-east a Mediterranean climate prevails. 

Economy and Infrastructure: France is the world's fifth largest and wealthiest economy. It is the 

second largest economy in Europe. France's GDP growth has been stronger than expected, at 

1%, one of the best figures in Europe. 

People: Total population is 65,312,249 and median age is 39.9 years.  

Agriculture: France is the European Union's leading agricultural exporter, accounting for about 

17% of all agricultural land within the EU-27. Northern France is characterized by large grain 

farms. Dairy, pork, poultry, and apple production is concentrated in the western region. Beef 

production is located in central France, while the production of corn, fruits, vegetables, and 

wine ranges from central to southern France. France is the world's second-largest agricultural 

producer after the United States. Wine, beverages, wheat, meat, and dairy products are the 

principal exports. 

Environment: Farms and forests cover 48 million hectares, i.e. 82% of the total area of France.  

Some 26% of French territory is covered by forests, ranking France third in the European Union 

for the amount of forestland, behind Sweden and Finland.  

 France possesses 136 different kinds of trees - an exceptional diversity for a European country - 
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and the wildlife population is on the rise: in 20 years, the deer population has doubled and the 

number of roe deer has tripled. In order to conserve and develop France’s natural heritage, the 

government has established:  

• 9 national parks,  

• 156 nature reserves,  

• 516 designated areas for protected species, 

•  429 protected coastal areas;  

France also has 46 regional nature parks covering more than 7% of the country. 

€47.7 billion is allocated to the protection of the environment - €755.00 per inhabitant. Three 

quarters of this goes on waste water management and waste disposal. France is party to many 

international treaties and conventions concerning the environment among them United Nations 

agreements on climate, biodiversity and desertification. 

 

THE WINE INDUSTRY 

1. AREA UNDER VINES 

France has the second largest area under vine in the world. The area under vine has gradually 

decline over the years and amount to 825 000 hectares. A decline of 1.4% from 837 000 

hectares in 2009. 

 

YEAR HECTARES 

2006 887 000 

2007 867 000 

2008 853 623 

2009 837 000 

2010* 825 000 

*Provisional 

Source: OIV 

 

2. PRODUCTION 

Wine Production  

France wine production declined with 3%, from 46 361 hl in 2009 to 44 963 hl in 2010, but stil 

remains the biggest wine producer in the world. 

 

Domestic Wine Production    

 

YEAR ‘000 hectolitres 

2006 52 127 
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2007 46 000 

2008 41 429 

2009 46 361 

2010 44 963 

Source: OIV 

 

3. CONSUMPTION 

According to the OIV, consumption in France has been decreasing steadily for the past years. In 

2010 the total wine consumption is estimated to have reached 2 943 million litres (-0.4% on 

2009). However the French remains the world’s leading consumer of wine. 

Consumption per capita is also decreasing steadily, but remains one the biggest consumer per 

capita, with a volume of 39.3 litres. France follows Luxembourg (63.2 litres), Portugal (47.0 

litres) and Italy (42.2 litres). 

 

 

 

Per capita consumption 

YEAR 
LITRES 

PER CAPITA 

2005 55.4 

2006 42.0 

2007 41.3 

2008 40.0 

2009 39.5 

2010 39.3 

Source: 2011 Euromonitor International 

 

 

4. INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

Total exports 

YEAR ‘000 LITRES 

2005 1 407 700  

2006 1 407 700  
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2007 1 515 100  

2008 1 370 300  

2009 1 255 600  

2010* 1 348 600  

Source: 2011 Euromonitor International 

 

Total imports 

YEAR ‘000 LITRES 

2005 549 500 

2006 532 100 

2007 536 200 

2008 571 900 

2009 589 700 

2010* 447 800 

Source: 2011 Euromonitor International 


