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Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 
      

 

How Luxury Brands Are Leveraging The New Influencers 
 
Meet the new influencers. They are the social media stars, the taste-makers, the judge and the 

jury. Look at how luxury brands are increasingly leveraging them for millennial appeal.  
 
― 33% of millennials surveyed said they rely mostly on blogs before they make a purchase ‖  
 

Click here to read more 

 
  

 

USA: These Are the States With the Craziest Liquor Laws 
 
Texas's idiosyncratic liquor laws are being challenged in court, but other states' are even weirder.  
 

Wal-Mart is feuding with Texas over the state‘s refusal to let it stock liquor in its aisles.  
 
The Lone Star state prides itself on its business-friendly, free-market ethos. But when it comes to 
tipple, Texas has some pretty elaborate regulations. At issue: a 1995 law preventing public 
companies with more than 35 shareholders from selling hard liquor in the state. Walmart, which 
argues the law is unconstitutional, sued. Earlier this week a court date was set for Sept. 2016.  

 

It turns out Texas is hardly the only state that‘s a little idiosyncratic when it comes to booze. Here 
are some of the states with the strangest attitudes.  
 
Pennsylvania  
For sheer strangeness alone it‘s hard to beat Pennsylvania v. 2,447 Bottles of Wine. With its 
Quaker roots, Pennsylvania has some of the strictest alcohol rules in the nation, allowing sales of 
wine and liquor only through 600 special-state run stores. When a Chester County attorney was 

recently charged with importing more than 2,400 bottles of wine and selling some without a 
license, he struck a deal that let him keep about 1,000 bottles. But state law requires the 
remainder, more than 1,300 bottles, to be destroyed.  
 
Massachusetts  
Pennsylvania has Quakers, Massachusetts has Puritans. If that conjures an image of dour finger 

waving, you‘re not far off the mark. Massachusetts law bans happy hours and drink specials, not 
to mention drinking games, and severely restricts when supermarkets can sell beer and wine. 

Some think the Bay State may interpreting its heritage too seriously. The Boston Globe, citing a 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
http://luxurysociety.com/articles/2015/10/how-luxury-brands-are-leveraging-the-new-influencers


colonial historian who noted that early settlers opened plenty of taverns, recently argued ―Drinking 

Laws in Massachusetts Aren‘t Puritanical — They‘re Worse.‖  
 
Maine  

Like many states, Maine restricts the sale of liquor on Sundays, in this case prohibiting it before 9 
a.m. There is an important exception, however. In 2013, sharp-eyed Mainers realized St. Patrick‘s 
Day would fall on a Sunday that year. Not to worry: Gov. Paul LePage signed an emergency law 
allowing liquor to be served as early as 6 a.m. when the holiday falls on a Sunday. Crisis averted.  
 
 
Louisiana  

A state also known for its traditions, though not necessarily puritanical ones. Louisiana was the 
last state to raise its drinking age to 21 from 18. It has taken certain additional steps to combat 
drunk driving, including an open-container law, which discourages drinking in a vehicle, at least in 
theory. The law acknowledges the state‘s ubiquitous drive-by daiquiri stands with a provision that 
considers a container closed so long as the straw hasn‘t been put in the opening on the lid of the 

cup. One recent transplant describes the apparent logic of this:  

 
―As my friend once said, during my inaugural drive through daiquiri run, ―We‘re not going to drink 
it while we‘re driving, we‘re just going to go get it.‖  
 
―Then what are we going to do with it?‖  
 
―Then we‘re going to go stop and drink it,‖ she said.  

 
Nevada  
In Nevada, bars can (and do) stay open 24 hours, and liquor can be sold at supermarkets and 
convenience stores. Open containers are permitted in Las Vegas and the nearby Strip. Also, state 
law explicitly states that it is not a crime to be drunk in public because drunkenness is a health 
problem—and obviously what all those people sipping gin and tonics on the patio of the Bellagio‘s 
pool need most is the Nevada State Legislature‘s support and sympathy.  

 

New Jersey  
Several states, including Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Idaho, set quotas for the number of 
liquor licenses they issue to bars and restaurants. That can lead to licenses being traded on the 
secondary market and changing hands for hefty sums. There are reports of sales in Montana for as 
much as $1 million. But no one does a shakedown like New Jersey. One New Jersey license 

reportedly sold for as much as $1.6 million.  
 
Idaho  
While Idaho‘s liquor licenses may not sell as for as much as New Jersey‘s, the state‘s quota system 
has drawn attention for a different reason. The quotas, which allow for just one license for every 
1,500 people, are designed to be strict: Temperance is written into the state‘s constitution, which 
calls it a ―first concern‖ of good government. But granting exceptions has proved pretty tempting 

too. The result: a spate of laws that seem to open the door, if only a crack, like this one 
highlighted by the Institute for Justice.  
 

―For example, in order to grant an exception to Clark House, a historic bed and breakfast on 
Hayden Lake, the Legislature passed an amendment lifting the rural license ban on any hotel that 
‗has been in existence for at least 75 years and has been on the historic register for a minimum of 
10 years, is situated within 500 yards of a natural lake containing a minimum of 36,000 acre feet 

of water when full with a minimum of 32 miles of shoreline, and is located in a county with a 
minimum population of 65,000.‘  
 
Utah  
If there‘s one thing you know about Mormons it may be that they don‘t drink alcohol (or coffee for 
that matter.) So it‘s not a huge surprise that Utah‘s attitude toward liquor is more like 

Pennsylvania‘s than that of its next door neighbor Nevada. In fact, Utah‘s regulations are so strict, 
the Salt Lake City tourism board has a whole page devoted just to debunking Utah drinking law 
myths. The ―Zion curtain,‖ in which the bartender mixes drinks out of sight, really exists—although 
only in restaurants opened after July 2012, not in bars or clubs, we are reassured. You can have 
more than one drink in front of you at a time, although indeed it is not permitted to order a 

double. If you order a drink in a restaurant, you also have to order food, at least an appetizer 



(which can be shared). Sounding not a little defensive, the tourism board concludes: ―But let‘s be 

honest: there are lots of weird liquor laws in the world.‖  
 
True, Utah. But yours may be the weirdest.  

 
Source: Click here to read more  

 
  

 

Californian wine hits back at arsenic ‗propaganda‘ 
 
The body representing Californian winemakers has refuted claims made in a study released this 
week that said potentially dangerous levels of arsenic are present in nearly all American red wine.  
 
The study found levels of the poisonous substance that exceed the maximum permitted in drinking 
water in 64 of the 65 wines tested, with some of them greatly exceeding this limit.  

 

However, the Wine Institute of California (WIC) has called the study an example of ―propaganda‖ 
which is designed to support ―financially motivated litigation‖ – a reference to on-going civil cases 
against wine producers over arsenic in their wines.  
 
The WIC argued that authorities in the US, Canada and Europe ―regularly test wines for harmful 
compounds including arsenic to ensure that all wine is safe to consume.‖  

 
The methodology of the Washington study was ―questionable‖, and its findings contradict previous 
research into arsenic levels in wine, the WIC said.  
 
The Liquor Control Board of Ontario tested 2,247 wines from California in 2014, with the data from 
their tests finding arsenic levels ―far below those suggested by the University of Washington 
study‖, the Wine Institute of California said.  

 

Click here to read more  

 
  

 

Other Wine Producing Countries 
      

 

Poland‘s wine industry is growing, but it‘s an uphill battle 
 
Driven by determined Polish vintners the fledgling Polish wine industry is steadily growing, in spite 
of high startup costs and government obstacles. Presently the number of legally registered 
wineries is just 78, making it a niche, but it‘s over 50% more than last year‘s number.  

 
For the time being the Polish winery market is still very small.  

 
According to data from the ARR there is about a thousand hectares, on which the vines are grown. 
However, most of this crop is amateur.  
 

It‘s a very expensive profession. To start the production of wine for sale, need about 1 hectare of 
land. Not counting the price of the land, for the purchase of equipment and adaptation of buildings 
for production needs about 120 thousand złoty. But in order to produce wine to supply, it takes at 
least 3 to 5 acres of land.  
 
The high cost of the production of wine is a factor, including a not so favourable climate. However, 
according to an expert, the vineyards can compete on European markets not with quantity, but the 

quality of the wine sold.  
 
Click here to read more  
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