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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
US imports of French wine plummet as tariffs hit 

Deputy Foreign Minister Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne said exports dropped 44 percent by 

value in November from the previous month, after the 25 percent import penalty came 

into effect on October 18th. He called it a "shock" for growers, adding that France has 

asked the European Union to provide compensation for their losses.  

Click here to read more  

 

 
UK bottled wine price trends 

The average price of a bottle of wine in the UK is expected to break the £6 barrier for 

the first time this year, according to the Wine and Spirit Trade Association.  

 

Last year, the average price of a bottle of wine in the UK rose to £5.93, up from £5.73 

in 2018, according to the WSTA. If wine price growth continues at its current rate, the 

WSTA predicts that the average bottle price will exceed the £6 mark by June 2020. 

Wine Drinkers UK, a campaign group calling on the Government to cut wine tax, said 

the expected price hike will affect the 9.7m UK shoppers who buy wine under £6.  

Click here to read more  

 

 
Global and SA Trends 

 
Trends Transforming the Global Landscape 

Global Trends and Key Implications Through 2035  

 

The rich are aging, the poor are not. Working-age populations are shrinking in wealthy 

countries, China, and Russia but growing in developing, poorer countries, particularly in 

Africa and South Asia, increasing economic, employment, urbanization, and welfare 

pressures and spurring migration. Training and continuing education will be crucial in 

developed and developing countries alike.  

 

The global economy is shifting. Weak economic growth will persist in the near term. 

Major economies will confront shrinking workforces and diminishing productivity gains 

while recovering from the 2008-09 financial crisis with high debt, weak demand, and 
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doubts about globalization. China will attempt to shift to a consumer-driven economy 

from its longstanding export and investment focus. Lower growth will threaten poverty 

reduction in developing countries.  

 

Technology is accelerating progress but causing discontinuities. Rapid technological 

advancements will increase the pace of change and create new opportunities but will 

aggravate divisions between winners and losers. Automation and artificial intelligence 

threaten to change industries faster than economies can adjust, potentially displacing 

workers and limiting the usual route for poor countries to develop. Biotechnologies such 

as genome editing will revolutionize medicine and other fields, while sharpening moral 

differences.  

 

Ideas and Identities are driving a wave of exclusion. Growing global connectivity amid 

weak growth will increase tensions within and between societies. Populism will 

increase on the right and the left, threatening liberalism. Some leaders will use 

nationalism to shore up control. Religious influence will be increasingly consequential 

and more authoritative than many governments. Nearly all countries will see economic 

forces boost women’s status and leadership roles, but backlash also will occur.  

 

Governing is getting harder. Publics will demand governments deliver security and 

prosperity, but flat revenues, distrust, polarization, and a growing list of emerging issues 

will hamper government performance. Technology will expand the range of players 

who can block or circumvent political action. Managing global issues will become 

harder as actors multiply—to include NGOs, corporations, and empowered 

individuals—resulting in more ad hoc, fewer encompassing efforts.  

 

The nature of conflict is changing. The risk of conflict will increase due to diverging 

interests among major powers, an expanding terror threat, continued instability in weak 

states, and the spread of lethal, disruptive technologies. Disrupting societies will 

become more common, with long-range precision weapons, cyber, and robotic systems 

to target infrastructure from afar, and more accessible technology to create weapons of 

mass destruction.  

 

Climate change, environment, and health issues will demand attention. A range of 

global hazards pose imminent and longer-term threats that will require collective action 

to address—even as cooperation becomes harder. More extreme weather, water and soil 

stress, and food insecurity will disrupt societies. Sea-level rise, ocean acidification, 

glacial melt, and pollution will change living patterns. Tensions over climate change 

will grow. Increased travel and poor health infrastructure will make infectious diseases 

harder to manage.  

 

The Bottomline  

 

These trends will converge at an unprecedented pace to make governing and 

cooperation harder and to change the nature of power—fundamentally altering the 

global landscape. Economic, technological and security trends, especially, will expand 

the number of states, organizations, and individuals able to act in consequential ways. 

Within states, political order will remain elusive and tensions high until societies and 

governments renegotiate their expectations of one another. Between states, the post-

Cold War, unipolar moment has passed and the post-1945 rules based international 



order may be fading too. Some major powers and regional aggressors will seek to assert 

interests through force but will find results fleeting as they discover traditional, material 

forms of power less able to secure and sustain outcomes in a context of proliferating 

veto players.  

Click here to read more 

 

 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
How feasible is biodynamic wine production? 

With growing consumer awareness of sustainability, more wine producers are looking 

at how they farm. How easy or difficult is it to go biodynamic?  

Click here to read more  
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